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bounty would be lost to him. The object, he re- | 


ated, was to encourage inlistments, without ref- 
erence to the service to be performed; and they 
should all be put on the same footing. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said, hitherto the expe- 


diency of the provision which occupied the atten- | 
tion of the Senate had been discussed; but with | 


great deference to gentlemen more learned in the || 
jaw than he professed to be, he would ask them || 


to consider how far it was competent to make | 


such a restriction. 
the soldier, had they the right to control its use ? 
Was it competent to them to cover the new States 
with entailments ? 


It seemed to him that so soon | 


After the land was given to | 


as it became the property ef an individual, they | 
had no longer the right to make it inalienable, | 
and to introduce laws that were ynknown to the | 


local governments. Some gentlemen, it seemed, 


proposed to retain that species of control, by | 


retaining the patents, whatsoever might be the 
condition of the individual to whom they made 
the grant. Well, in such a case, suppose his title 
brought in question, to what court can he apply ? 
Can he show any title? He cannot. 
made subordinate to the local sovereignty to tax it? 
No, not until it actually passed from the Govern- 
ment to the individual. In what an anomalous 
condition then would it be? A trespass is com- 
mitted on this land. Could the soldier to whom 


the bounty was given, recover for that trespass? | 


Where is his title? He has none—it is in the 
General Government. But if the proprietary in- 
terest passes to him, it then becomes subject to 
the local sovereignty; and if it did not pass, they 
proposed to put the individual for seven years in 
an anomalous condition, in which he would not 
be able to defend himself against those who might 
think proper to trespass upon his lands. For 
these reasons he was opposed to these restrictions, 
and so far as the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio goes to defeat these restrictions, he would go 
for it. 

Mr. BENTON reiterated his objections to the 
introduction of an entirely new bill, while they 
were acting upon one of another character from 
the House of Representatives. He objected also 
to the vote being taken now, at the usual hour of 
adjournment, when nobody knew the provisions 
of the substitute which had been introduced. The 


Senator from Ohio had introduced a substitute | 


without notice, which certainly required examina- 
tion and consideration. He would ask that Sena- 
tor what was intended to be the practical force and 
operation of the words “ legal representatives,”’ 
which were in his substitute. He waited for an 
answer. : 

Mr. CORWIN. Does the Senator from Mis- 
souri inquire from me ? 

Mr. BENTON. Yes. What is the meaning 
of “ legal representatives ?”’ 

Mr. CORWIN said it was a great while since 
he had been examined for admission to the bar, 
when such a question might have been proper. If 
the Senator from Missouri made the inguiry for his 
own information, he (Mr. C.) would rather refer 
him to the library. But if he simply inquired 
what my opinion is of the meaning of the phrase 
“legal representatives,”’ I will say to him that I 
mean those persons who represent the estate of a 
dead man after he is dead. (Laughter.) 

_Mr. BENTON continued. Then the gentleman 
did not mean by it heirs at Jaw; but he understood 
this land to be personal chattels—he ranked it with 
cows, sheep, and horses—to be administered to as 
to cattle. Now he knew the phrase ‘legal repre- 
Sentatives”’ had been so construed in some courts, as 
to include: persons who held assignments, endorse- 
ments, slips of paper, transfers of title. Such per- 
sons it had been held might represent another, be- 
cause they had legally got possession of his title; 
bat such “ legal representatives,” it was his pur- 
pose toexclude. He desired also to exclude those 
who did not come into ion through blood 
or widowhood, but by erime; for he had in his time 
seen old men turn fools, and having a Delila in 
their laps, make a will ex:luding the companions 
of their lives and the mothers of their children. 


14 


Could it be || 





bearer canteen netic eee EC EO 









eee tracerermeengeasnemreinneatentsatioatars tie 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 1847. 


They had got up a question here—a serious 
question—which he did not intend to allow to pass 
out of the Senate without having the public mind 


brought to it, and everybody understand it. What | 


was the whole system of our pension laws? The 
pension laws had been so framed as to preventa 
recurrence of those acts by which the pensioners 
had been stripped and plundered of all that which 
they had purchased by the labour of their lives. 
The Government of the United States had cor-*'- 
tuted itself the guardian of the pensioners unde. _ s 
laws. Even a member of Coneress could not draw 
the yearly pension of one of his constituents with- 


out producing a sufficient authority, and taking an | 


oath that he had no interest in it. Would they 
then allow the soldiers of the present war to be in 
a position to be plundered of all the bounty of the 
Government, when they had found it necessary to 
protect the pensioner not only against the loss of 
all, but of his pension from: vear to year? 

Mr. B proceeded to enumerate several objections 


| to the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, and 


urged that there should be some limit as to time, 
location, and alienation. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved an adjournment; but 
withdrew his motion at the solicitation of several 
Senators. 


Mr. CORWIWN said he felt when he offered this | 


amendment the full force of the suggestions which | 


had just been made by the Senator from Missouri. 
And he would add that it had never been subject 
to the action of the Senate, though he knew that 
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Military Committee, which necessarily gave it au- 
thority, in his judgment, over all others; and he 
was willing, if necessary, to sit there until twelve 
o’clock at night to get a final vote on this bill. He 


, would vote against every general amendment. 


Those of a slight character could be easily under- 
stood—this proposition to make the land inalien- 
able also could be understood; and he therefore 
hoped the Senate would not adjourn with any such 
intention as to print these amendments, but come 
at once td a vote on such as were offered. He 
repeated, if they were clear, they could be under- 
stood; and if they were not—if they were compli- 
cated, though they might be better, yet not know- 
ing them to be so, he would vote against them. 
He should vote against any motion, whether to 


, adjourn or to print. 


its general principle had been before the committee, || 
and must necessarily have been discussed by | 


them. 


striking out those words which were objectionable 
to the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. R. Jounson.} 
When he drew up this paper he thought this 
bounty of the Government ought to be confined 


to those who shall perform service in this Mexi- | 
He would, however, now modify his | 


can war. : 
amendment, as had been suggested, leaving the 


bounty to apply to all who enter the service and || 


perform duty during the Mexican war. 


Mr. C. wished now to modify his amendment by 


Mr. DAYTON moved an adjournment. 

Several Senators called for the yeas and nays, 
and others entreated the Senator from New Jersey 
to withdraw his motion, that the amendments 
might be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON said he had no objection to have 
them printed, and for that purpose he withdrew 
his motion. 

_ The PRESIDENT put the question on the mo- 
tion to print. 

Mr. SEVIER said he would like to know how 
they got at the motion to print, when there was an 
amendment pending? 

The PRESIDENT stated the motion to be, to 
postpone the further consideration of this subject 
till to-morrow, and to print the amendments for 
the use of the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; and they were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN and others called for a division 
of the question, and it was divided so as to take 
the question on the motion to postpone, 

The motion to postpone was negatived—yeas 
22, nays 28. 

_ Mr HANNEGAN moved that the Seuate ad- 
journ. 


Mr. SPEIGHT called for the yeas and nays, 


|, and they were ordered. 


Mr. C. was satisfied it would contribute to their | 


intelligent voting, if the pending amendments were | 


printed. He therefore moved that the subject be 
postponed until to-morrow, and that the amend- 
ments be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM hoped there would be no post- 
ponement to to-morrow, nor to any other period, 


for the purpose of printing these amendments. | 


His friend from Ohio would not understand him | 


as meaning the slightest disrespect to his amend- || 


ment, or.the amendments of any other gentleman; 


but this whole subject had been so long a time || 


under the consideration of one of the most intelli- | 


gent committees of the Senate, which was the 
proper organ of this body, and the provisions 
which were reported this morning, and now lay 
on their tables, were the result of the deliberations 


| 


The vote having been taken on the motion to 
adjourn, before it was announced, at the solicitation 
of Mr. Crirrrenpen, the amendments were ordered 
informally to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT then announced the vote on 
the adjournment to be 32 in the affirmative, and 18 

' in the negative. 
The Senate accordingly adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 19, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, 
| when, on motion of Mr. THOMAS SMITH, its 
| further reading was dispensed with. 

Mr. SAWTELLE rose and said, that more 








|| than half of the present session of Congress had 


and the profound consideration of that committee, | 


though he did not concur in that report—though | : ! y ‘ M , 
re |, during the brief period which remained, he desired 


he was utterly opposed, as at present advised, to 
the restriction on alienation—though he was oppo- 
sed to that and to other amendments—and though, 
if the state of the treasury would justify it, he 
would substitute a system of commuting land 
bounties, preferring that system which was likely 
to be most effective-—— 

Mr. RUSK interposed, and stated that he had 
prepared an amendment on that point, which, with 
the permission of the Senator from North Carolina, 
he would send to the Secretary’s desk to be read. 
It was as follows: 

“ 'T’o give to each non-commissioned officer, musician, and 

ivate, that serves to the end of the war, or who may die 
n service, a bounty of 8100 in scrip, bearing interest at six 
per cent., and redeemable in ten years, and the scrip so 
issued shall be receivable at any land office in the United 
States.” 

Mr. MANGUM resumed. He said he preferred 
taking the rt of the committee which lay on the 
table as the foundation of all amendments. He 
did so because (although he was utterly opposed 
to it) it had undergone the consideration of the 


already elapsed; in the short space of six weeks 
the session must terminate by limitation, and, 


to see more of action and less of speech-making. 
Let us (he said) have action; the country damenk- 
ed it; the exigencies of the times demanded it; and, 
in order to transact the legitimate business which 
then was, and which might hereafter be, presented 


|| for the consideration of the House, he asked leave 


| 
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to submit a resolution, fixing the hour to which 
the House shall stand adjourned from day to day 
at eleven o’clock, a. m., until otherwise ordered. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not 
introduced. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leaye to make a 
report from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Objected to. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, submitted a reso- 
lution providing for the termination of the debate, 
in ‘committee, upon the bill to increase the pay of 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 


| vates, of the army of the United States, and the 
| militia and volunteers in the service of the same, 
| and allowing them bounty land in certain cases, at 


i two o'clock, p. m., this day. 
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question upon the resolution. “ 
The demand for the previous question being 

seconde l, and the main question ordered to be put, 
Mr. DELANO moved that the resolution be laid 

upon the table; which motion was nezatived, 


The question recurring upon the adoption of the | 


resolution, it was decided in the affirmative. 


INCREASE OF ARMY PAY, ETC. 


The House then resolved iteelf into Committee 


of the Whole, (Mr. MeCurtianp in the chair,) 
aud resumed the consideration of the said bill, 

Mr. BELL, of Kentucky, who was entitled to 
the floor, expressed his deep conviction of the im- 
portance of the bill, It took a large amount of the 
wiblic lands, and it took from the public credit a 
arge sum of money; but both were to’be applied 
to as worthy an object as could be presented for 
the legislation of the country. Mr. B. was in favor 
both of the grant and bounty lands, and for the 
Increase of pay. 

lhe objections which had been, in so forcible a 
manner, urged by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Vinton] aguinst the provisions of this bill, had 
with Mr. B. but litde weight. The chief of them 
was, that the adoption of the amendments would 
subject the soldiers to the designs of speculators. 
if this objection meant anything, it was equally 
good against all Jand bounties whatever. ‘They 
could not be provided in any conceivable form, 
without being exposed to this difficulty. It was 
inherent in the nature of the case. Nor could the 
wit of man ever devise any system of legislation 
that would prevent the designing sharper from 
preying on the ignorant and the credulous. This 
always had attended all grants of bounties to our 
soldiery, and how could it be obviated by the force 
of legislation ? ’ 

Mr. B. said he agreed with the gentleman from 
Ohio who spoke last, yesterday evening, [Mr. 
Commins,} in the propriety of making this land 
serip inalienable. But then it must be proportion- 
ably depreciated in value. 
made inalienable until the patent should issue, and 
then not subject to attachment in chancery or to 
execution. But still it would be comparatively 
valueless. There were in our army many young 
men who had not families, and to these the qual- 
ity of being disposable gave to the scrip its chief 
value; and the same was true in relation to such 
as had but small families. It must be conceded 
that it was impossible to do exact justice in gradu- 


ating the bounty and the amount of service ren- | 


dered; but we might approximate this. 


In the amendment Mr. B. had offered for the 
adoption of the committee, he had, to a certain | 
extent, or this, by appropriating to those | 


men who had served six months eighty acres of 
land; to those who had served more than that 
time one hundred and sixty acres; to such as had 
served a year, three hundred and twenty; and to 


those who should have served during the whole | 


war, a yet larger quantity. He was aware that 


this would not effect perfect justice; but it came as | 


near it, probably, as was in our power. 


He expressed much surprise that a gentleman of | 
80 much intelligence and experience as the gentle- | 


man from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] should advocate the 


location of the lands within a specific district. | 
Certainly the gentleman could not but know that | 
it was that very arrangement which, more than |! 
anything else, had exposed the soldier to the de- | 
He thought it much bet- 

ter to let the serip consist of what were called in 1 


signs of the speculator, 


the West * landfloats,” to be located wherever it 
best suited the purpose of the holder. He admit- 
ted that the effect of the bill would be to dr up 
for a time the whole landed revenue of the 


withdraw the public domain from being an ele- 


ment in the political canvass of politicians. With- | 
out arguing at length in favor of any mode of || 


bestowing this bounty over others, he said he 


should be in favor of that mode which did it most 
effectually. 


land surveyed, besides three hundred and twenty 
millions raore in the great West; and which con- 


stituted a vast magazine from which it might draw | 
The ten millions | 


without fear of exhaustion. 


= 


Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 


Ile thought it might be | 


ov- | 
ernment; but to counterbalance this, it would || history. The President did but follow the foot- 


| steps of an illustrious predecessor in another land. 


Let us deal with no niggard hand to | 
those whom either the blunders of the President | 
or the injuries and provocations of Mexico had | 
called to the field. The Government had more | 
than one hundred and forty millions of acres of | 


| himself kefore him. 


which the provisions of this bill would take from 
it would in a few years not be felt or missed. 


Twenty years hence it would never be known || The silence of President Polk was only of 
| with this example of royal insolence. Mr. B 


that the deduction had been made. Would Con- 
gress refuse to make this small appropriation ? 
This bill, besides the land bounty it provided, 
also proposed raising the pay of tffe volunteers from 
$7 to $10 per month. Anda gentleman from New 
York, over the way, (Mr. aaa had asked 
how the money was to be raised? That question 
might, with greater propriety, have been asked 
before this war was entered into. Then it would 
have been wisdom to consider it. But now we 
were in the midst of the war, and certainly we 
must pay our troops, and pay them well. The 
answer to the gentleman’s inquiry was this: put 
back the Government upon an economical basis; 


| put it where it stood before this Administration 


came into power; let the annual expenditure be 
twenty-four millions instead of thirty-one millions; 
bring back the tariff of 1842, or some other equiv- 
alent to it—a tariff that would furnish money for 
all the necessary uses and ends of the Govern- 
ment; repeal the specie clause of the preposterous 


sub-treasury law; restore the lost confidence of the | 


people. This would be the way to get the money. 
[t certainly was a most extraordinary thing, that 
now, while we were in the midst of a war of the 
Administration, the ordinary means of furnishing 


revenue should have been cut down and destroyed; | 
that at the very moment we wanted the credit | 
of the Government in order to effect a loan, the | 


moneyed affairs of the country should have been 
madly thrown into a state of derangement. 

Mr. B. said he was in favor of paying our army, 
because they well deserved all we could do for 
them. <A better or more gallant army never en- 
tered the field. Other countries would have pro- 
vided remunerations for the gallant chief who had 
led them to victory of a very different kind from 
those which we had provided for him. For ser- 
vices such as his, there was not a country in 


Europe that would not have ensbrined his name | 


in universal honor and applause. But how had 


the Democratic party and their President rewarded | 
devotion and bravery never surpassed in the mili- | 
| tary annals of any government? 


have bestowed upon him a dukedom; Napoleon 
would have made hima field-marshal: and well 
would he have stood by the side of the Junots, and 


the Lannes, and the Macdonalds, and all that other | 
host of military chiefs whom the wisdom of Eu- | 
rope’s greatest captain had lifted from obscurity to | 
places of the highest dignity, and to companion- | 
Had he belonged to any of | 


ship with himself. 
the despotisms of the older continent, he would 


have glittered in diamonds and transmitted nobility | 


to his children. But how had those glorious ser- 


| vices been rewarded by our party President? B 
And how had the Na- | 


a cold forgetful silence. 


tional Legislature signalized its gratitude? By the 


petty cavils and small criticisms of the gentleman | 


from Ilinois, [Mr. Fickuiy,] and the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. THompson,] who, without 
daring to prefer an open manly charge of incom- 
petency or cowardice, had nibbled at the reputa- 


tion of the brave old hero, and tried their little ‘ 
| efforts to injure his good name before the country. 
| Was this the meed he might expect at the hands | 


of his country, its legislators, and its highest ruler? 
But the Executive had shown still further his 
sense of patriotic and honorable obligation by try- 
ing to supersede him in his command. 

Mr. B. did not refer to the gentleman in the 
chair; no, far from it: he knew the proposal had 
been met as it deserved; but there were some 
echoes of the President in that House, who would 


willingly have done it, and put a civilian over the 
8 


veteran’s head. But this course was no novelty in 


When the great os maar leader returned from the 
selfsame field of bloody victories to his native 
land, he was received in much the same style. 


| Cortez, returning from the field of his immortal 


fame, asked an audience of his King; but it was 
long and obstinately refused him; till at length, 


his patience exhausted and his bosom burning | 


with a sense of injury, he watched his opportu- 
nity, and, as the King left his palace, presented 
The monarch, with that 
hauteur for which he was remarkable, bent his 
brow and asked: ** Man, who art thou? I know 
thee not.’’ Cortez responded: “I, sire, am the 
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_man from Mississippi, had done Old Roush 


England would | 


_ Butler over Taylor. 
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man who has added more provinces to your king. 
dom than the whole number it before contained » 


at piece 


: ss -y how. 
ever, did not know that the criticisms of the eXpe- 


rienced military commander from Hlinois, nor tie 
want of perception on the part of the astute gentie. 


and 


Ready the slightest injury. He did not, to he sure 


_ know that either of these gentlemen had themselye, 
_ earned such a weight of overshadowing laurels jn 


their own persons that they had earned the riv}; 


| to speak slightingly of the hero of the Rio Grande. 
| ‘They might, att Mr. B. never have heard of jt. 


Perhaps they had. And perhaps their criticisms o,, 
the campaign in Mexico might hereafter be placed 
beside Bonaparte’s criticisms of the great Turenne. 
As yet, however, he hardly thought that this 
attack on the warrior had so much as ruffled q 


| feather in his plume, whatever mark its unkind- 


ness might have left on his heart. 

The gentleman from err [Mr. Tuomp- 
son} had complimented very highly a general now 
in the field, who happened to differ widely fromm 
Mr. B. in politics. He referred to General Butler, 
But he should not follow the gentleman’s example 
in seeking to detract in the least from the merits 
of that brave commander; on the contrary, it was 
with the utmost cheerfulness that he accorded to 
him the fullest measure of well-earned praise. He 
added his grateful tribute to his gallaptry; nor 
would he diminish by a grain or seruple the meas- 
ure of honor in which he was held by his country, 
He hoped that he and General Taylor would for- 
get the very existence of any party differences 
between them, and would share, as they deserved, 
the common gratitude of the American people. 
This was not the place to attack men occupying 
arduous and distant stations in the service; if they 


| had exhibited cowardice or treachery, anaign them 


for it—put them openly to the proof, and if they 


"were guilty, let them receive the infliction,of their 


country’s contempt. OES 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tuomp- 
son] had said he had not been able to perceive 
anything in the conduct of General Taylor which 
showed him fit to hold a general command of the 
army. Let the gentleman show in what he had 
come short. What had he done, or what had he 
left undone, that showed him unworthy of the post 
he filled, or that could, in the same circumstances, 
have been done by mortal man? 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had had no intention 
of instituting any comparison between the merits 
of General Taylor and General Butler. General 


| Butler had not had an opportunity of being tried; 


General Taylor had; and Mr. T. had said, and-he 
said it still, that neither on the Rio Grande nor at 


Monterey had he shown that he was fit for_a post 
_ of general command. 


Mr. BELL (resuming.) And yet the gentle- 


man, if he understood him, would be in favor of 
| putting General Butler, who had not been tried, 
over the head of General Taylor, who had been. 


Mr. THOMPSON replied, saying something 
about General Butler’s commission, which the 


reporter failed to hear. He said it was not for him 
to designate the man who should be selected to fill 


such a station; but, as he held the President respon- 


| sible for the conduct of the war, he thought he 
| ought to have the choice of an officer to take the 


men. 

Mr. BELL said he had had no purpose of mis- 
representing the gentleman: but the gentleman had 
certainly expressed very clearly a preference of 
He said that he had not seen 
anything in General Taylor that indicated a fitness 
for supreme commaand, but he intimated that he 
had in General Butler. ; 

Mr. B. proceeded. If ourarmy, which had per- 
formed brilliant service in the field, deserved to be 


er much more did they merit it when en- 


in the particular service to which they were 

this war. The gentleman from New 
r. Ratusen] had said that our volunteers 
served from patriotism, and not merely for pay. 
Mr. B. fally accorded to them all the praise that 


gag 


| gentlemen had bestowed; and he doubted not that 
| if a case of necessit 


should present itself, they 
would be ready to fight the battles of their country 
without receiving a dollar. In our two past wars 
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they had ever shown themselves ready to fight; in | 


the late war they had received but a small rate of | 
compensation, and he doubted not fora moment | 
that they would show themselves ready again. If | 
this were a war of invasion of our soil, intended to | 
rostrate our free institutions—should the footsteps 
of a haughty invader desecrate that soil of the re- 
ublic which was hallowed by the graves of our 
fathers and by being the birth-place of our children 
—no doubt they would rush to the field in crowds, 
and fight without a doilar’s pay for home, for kim 
dred, and for all that man holds dear. But when | 
they were called on to march to a foreign and a 
distant land, to abandon all the pleasures of home, 
and to fill ignoble graves without even meeting an 
enemy—to fall by the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness, by the arrow that flieth in the noon day— | 
it was no more than right that they should be paid, 
and liberally and punctually paid. He knew well 
that our brave volunteers made no cold-blooded 
mercenary calculations about how much they were 
to be paid, or whether they were to be paid at all; | 
but this Government.was able to pay its troops, 
and never should incur the foul reproach of stint- 
ing them in their allowance or neglecting its pay- | 
ment. 
Again: Taking all the causes of this war to be 
just as the President stated them, (and that was a | 
question Mr. B. did not now propose to discuss,) 
he for one held that there was in these causes 
themselves good reason for increasing our soldiers’ 
pay. When he said he should not discuss the 
true causes of the war, he did not wish to be un- 
derstood as admitting for a moment that the causes | 
of it were not matters to be inquired into. He 
scorned such an insinuation, and the very sugges- 
tion of it was in itself proof of weakness and cause 
of suspicion. Besides, the suggestion was vain, 
for the spirit of inquiry was abroad in the land— 
as well in the army as out of it. The soldier who 
marched into a sickly clime to fight the battles of | 
the country wanted naturaily to know why it was 
that he was sent into such a region; why, after a 
peace of thirty years, the country had been plunged 
into a war of which we could see no termination. 


tions of Mexico, and the peaceful mission of Mr. | 
Slidell, and complained loudly that Mexico had | 
not been willing to receive him. 


receive him as a commissioner to treat on bound- 
ary, but not asa minister plenipotentiary, while | 
Mr. Polk said she should receive him as a full 
minister or not at all. ‘Thus, then, it appeared we 
were fighting, at all this cost of blood and treasure, 
on the important question whether Mr. Slidell 
should be recognised as a minister ad hoc ora min- | 
ister plenipotentiary. Everybody knew, that if | 
the President had consented to let him be received | 
as Mexico was willing to receive him, and had not | 
insisted that she should take him asa minister ple- 
nipotentiary, this war might all have been avoided. 
Now, if men were sent two or three thousand miles 
to shed their blood on such a question as that, he | 
thought they ought certainly to be well paid. To | 
go all the way to Mexico, and fight on a mere 
point of etiquette, was a service which ought to be | 
well rewarded. Had Mexico been a powerful | 
nation, like some with whom we had had disputes, 
he presumed this point of etiquette would not have | 
been quite so stoutly insisted on. But with them | 
we could make far greater sacrifices; for peace in | 





that quarter we could yield not empty points of | 
ceremony, but great and substantial matters— 
millions of acres of territory and the navigation of 

rivers, neither of which our President had said he | 
would ever give up. If we could yield matters of 
this weight to Great Britain, might we not have 

conceded a point of diplomatic ceremony to Mex- 

ico ? 

But then gentlemen said we were fighting for a 
substantial thing: we were fighting to get six mil- | 
lions of dollars, due to us for spoliations on our | 
property; we had issued execution on Mexico | 
for this money, and put the precept into the hands 
of Rough and Ready to serve. ell, all Mr. B. 
should say on this was, that it was like to prove a 
pretty costly lawsuit. He thought we should | 
probably spend a good deal more than six millions 
to get our money back; however that might be, 
we ought at least to pay the fees of the officer 
Sent to serve the process. If this bill should pass, 
about two millions would be paid to the army, | 
being just the same amount which was to have 


| 
| 


THE C 


_which commenced on his return to Mexico. 


2 ’ But Mexico had | 
again and again declared that she was willing to | 


been paid to Santa Ana. Our valiant President 
had sent for this pure patriot from Havana to 
make a peace for us, and had agreed to put two 
millions into his hands as a means or a reward for 


| doing it. Mr. B. said, let this money rather go to 
| our brave soldiers: it was better to apply it to the 
| purposes of open warfare than to give it under- 


handedly to such a miscreant as Santa Ana. It 
was time we put a stop to that miserable farce 
The 
people of the United States were anxious for a 
peace, but they wanted an honorable peace. It 
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|The gentleman very coolly replied that ‘he had 
| never said anythjng about dissolving the Union.’’ 


No; though he had raised the very question which, 


| of all others, was most certain to start such a ques- 


tion, Mr. B., in contemplating those wide prov- 
inces now conquered by us, could not call away 
his thoughts from the time when the same regions 


| had been subdued by Cortes, and they were haunt- 
| ed by melancholy forebodings. When it was known 


was not perfidy, it was not low intrigue, that they | 


approved, would endorse, or tolerate. This re- 


doubtable scheme to end this Mexican war had | 


,done and would do more to prolong it than 


anything else that had happened since it began. 
This was a sort of policy that savored more of the 


Italian and the Spaniard than of the frank and | 


of lands where the poniard and the stiletto were 
the favorite means either of taking vengeance or 
redressing injuries. It was not that sort of victory 
which our American people desired. They had 
sent an army to demand their redress; and it was 
in open field, beneath the star-striped standard, the 
emblem of their freedom and their sovereignty, 


that they wanted to see the blow struck for their 
|| just rights. They wanted no victory that was not 


won by the strong arms and stout hearts of their 
own soldiery—they sought no peace that would 
not bear the light of day. Mr. B. had ever been 
of the opinion that honesty was the best policy. 
But the policy of our Republican President had 
taught Mexico to believe that we could wink at 
perfidy. Such conduct brought to Mr. B.’s mind 
the conduct of a noble-minded Indian warrior. In 
| the commencement of our late warin Florida, ** the 
| blond-hound war,” the chief, Oceola, found him- 
| self pressed and hemmed in on every side by our 
troops, and an embassy was sent him, promising 
that, if he would agree to certain bounds, a com- 
| promise should be effected and the troops with- 
drawn. He was surrounded by the chiefs in 


|! council, who all urged him to accept the terms. 


The President had, indeed, set forth the provoca- || But, after weighing our proposals, as laid in wri- |! 


ting before him, and listening to the talks of all 
his braves, the indignant warrior replied: “Amer- 
ican speaks with a forked tongue: I can’t rely on 


| despatch that lay befere him, he cried: ‘You have 
Oceola’s answer.” So it would be in this war; 
and perfidy would engender a spirit of bitterness 
which nothing could assuage. No: let our motto 


for tribute.” Let us give by millions to our brave 
army, but to Santa Ana nothing but balls and bay- 
onets. 

Mr. B. said that this war had changed its char- 
acter. At first it hadbeen a war for boundary; 
now it was a war of conquest. The President con- 
gratulated Congress and the nation on the vast 
extent of territory we had conquered. Well, if we 
had acquired such an immense empire, territory 
| exceeding in amount the original States of this 
Union, surely we could afford to pay those whose 
| bravery had won it all. He would not endorse 
| all the President said about our conquests: on 


| that he expressed no opinion at this moment; 
} 


but, at all events, we ought to pay the instru- 


| ments who achieved them. [A voice: ‘ Well, 


|| take their pay out of the land.’’] A gentleman 


| said take their pay out of the land. Mr. B.’s 
reply was this: better first get the land. So far 
was he from congratulating the country on our 
vast accessions.of territory, he had heard the an- 
nouncement with melancholy forebodings. Al- 
ready these anticipated conquests of ours were 
seized on by politicians as means of party warfare 
and party ascendency. Proposals as to the mode 
of distribution had already been made from New 
York, and even reduced to the shape of a bill, and 
brought into this House. And already they were 
made the occasion to renew the cry for a dissolu- 
tion of the Union. Nor could the question of their 
future disposition be separated from the other. 

Mr. GORDON, of New York, said he had said 
nothing about a division of the Union; he had 


men from the South. 

Mr. BELL resumed. The manner of the gen- 
tleman’s reply showed the callousness with which 
such a question had already come to be contem- 
plated. It was to some gentlemen as nothing. 


| never heard such a thing talked of but by gentle- 


him;’’ and then striking his dagger through the | 


rather be: ‘‘ Millions for defence, but not a cent | 


| bold race that achieved our Revolution. Itsmacked | 


| in Spain that the empire of the Montezumas had 


been overthrown, the heart of the Spanish monarch 
leaped within him for joy and swelled with pride. 
When he heard of the Sdeunansn plains and tower- 
ing mountains and rich mines of these new depend- 
encies of his Crown, his heart was lifted up within 
him, and he exulted in Spain as the glory of the 
world. What was Spain now? And had not that 
very conquest, by the retributive fiat of Heaven, 
been made the very means of her own ruin? Did 
the world’s experience teach us nothing? Did not 
fear fling her dark shadow across our path to con- 


|, quest? The greatest soldier of the present age had 


once congratulated himself that the foundations of 
his dynasty were laid so deep that nothing could 


'\ shake it; but God himself, as if in scorn, had 


| i 





' 
| 


} 
} 
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directed his wind to blast him in the full flower of 

his prond exultation, when marching to conquest 

with all Europe at bis heels; and in how short a 

space was that vast empire divided and gone, and 

| he himself sent a lone and powerless exile to perish 
on arock in the midst of the sea! 

So would this vast addition to the territary of 
the Union prove to it only an element of weak- 
ness. He did not believe our people had anything 

of that lust of conquest which seemed to possess 
some politicians here. Cortes had said of the 
Spaniards, they had a disease of the heart which 
nothing but gold could cure: it might have been so 
with them; but Mr. B. could not believe that his 
own countrymen had any disease of the heart which 
nothing but new mney could cure: though he 
was not prepared to say that, if ina peaceful and 
| honorable manner the limits of the Union could be 
| enlarged, they would have any objections to it, 
| Mr. B. va one more reason to give why the 
pay of these volunteers should be increased; he 


'| would give the additional pay as an additional 
‘| stimulant to the prosecution of the war. Here we 


| were in the midstof a war: was there any honor- 
| able means of ending it, now we were In, but by 
fighting ourselves out, and conquering the Mexi- 
We must do this first, and then we could 


| cans? 


\| afford to deal not only justly but generously with 


1a fallen foe. Mr. B. was for prosecuting it with 
vigor, but not with such absurd haste as the Presi- 
dent had exhibited in the matter of Taylor’s armis- 
| tice at Monterey, when he had started a special 
| messenger to that gentleman to say that the Gov- 
ernment would not abide by the terms granted, 
who arrived on the 13th when the armistice was 
to expire of itself on the 17th! He was not quite 
so vigorous as all that: but he was willing to vote 
the President all the men and money he could 
reasonably demand, and then to hold him respon- 
sible for the use he made of them. And now let 
gentlemen say boldly, what hitherto they had been 
afraid to say—let them tell us what sort of a war 
it was to be. Let it be known and understood 
‘that this was to be a prolonged and a bitter war. 
| The enemy had now shown a different front. We 
| were now likely to have such a war as would rouse 
“up and call forth the energies of the nation. He 
was willing to prepare for it: he was ready to give 
the President all the men he wanted to prosecute 
it: but one of the best ways to attach them to the 
service was to give them good and certain pay. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER obtained the floor, 
but yielded it to allow Mr. THOMASSON to 
have an amendment sent to the Clerk’s table which 
he proposed to offer. The amendment was read 
for information. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER said that he should not 
attempt to answer the attack which had been made 
here upon the Administration or upon his country. 
His intention was simply to argue one legal pro- 

ition which had been s' by his colleague, 
fMr. Vinton,] as to the power of Congress to re- 
strict the transfer of the warrants to be granted 
under the bill. But before he did that, he would 
notice one or two of the remarks which had been 
made during the present argument. Here Mr. 8. 
alluded to what Mr. Bet had said about the re- 
wards that General Taylor would have received 
from the crowned heads of Europe; and went on 
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to say that such rewards were not suited to plain | 
republicans like us. We had+ passed votes of 
thanks to General Taylor, and so had almost ye 
city in the Union. He had done his duty well, 
but so had every common soldier under his com- 
mand; but he saw no need for dukedoms and dia- 
monds. Some gentlemen seemed to think of no- 
thing but dukedoms; but for his part, he had rather 
see Taylor and Butler return like plain democratic 
soldiers than to come back from the field of their | 
victories covered over with diamonds. He would 
rather have such an epitaph as was written at 
Thermopylae: ** Here we be, in obedience to the 
iaws of our country,’ than all the dukedoms a | 
monarch could bestow. 

The gentleman said our soldiers must get more 
money, because they were fighting in an unjust 
war. The President had got them into it by his 
blunders, and they must be encouraged to fight it 
out by more pay. But what had the great poet of 
human nature said on that subject? 

* Thrice is he armed who has his quarrel just,”’ &c. 


To tell our soldiers that the war was unholy and 
unjust, was the way to dampen all their ardor, 
and make cowards of brave men. He deeply re- | 
gretted that the idea should have been sanctioned 
here, that American soldiers would willingly fight 
in an unjust war. He regretted it for the honor 
of the country, and for the feelings of the men. 
He referred particularly to a regiment which had 
gone from his own State and district. He knew 
the men personally; they were intelligent and up- 
right men, and never would draw their swords In | 
a war they believed to be unjust. To tell them | 
that they fought for money and their generals for 
dukedoms and diamonds, would only cool their 
ardor. Mr. S. said they were his equals in morals, 
in intellect, and in education, and they would not 
enter the field to fight against God and the laws of 
justice. Men who would be valiant as lions ina 
good cause, if they felt they were doing wrong, 
would retire before the push of a rush. 

Gentlemen wanted to increase the pay of the 
army; so did Mr. S8., and so he had done last ses- 
sion, though he had been charged—against the 
record—of voting against it. All who knew his 
course, knew the deep solicitude he had felt and 
manifested in the success of the vote to increase 
the soldiers’ pay. He went for it still; not, how- || 
ever, on the miserable idea that freemen would 
fight for money in an unjust war. The men in 
the ranks would despise him, could he throw out | 
or tolerate such an idea. 

Mr. 8S. now came to the point for which he had 
risen; and, first, he would send to the Clerk’s desk 
an amendment which he had prepared, and which 
he thought would effect what his colleague had de- 
clared to be impossible, viz., prevent these war- 
rants from being transferred by the soldiers who 
received them. 

Mr. S. then sent up the following: 

“See. 6. And be it further enacted, That no patent shall be 
issued on any warrant hereby authorized until the expiration 
of one year from and after the termination of the war now 
existing between the United States and Mexico, and in no 
case shall the Commissioner of the General Land Oitice issue 


any on such warrants until satisfactory proof, by affidavit 
or otherwise, be made to him, that the legal and equitable 





tide will pass and vest in the non-commissioned officer, mu- 


sician, and private, to whom the warrant originally issued, 
or to their legal representatives,”’ 


This would prevent the swarm of cormorants of 
whom the gentleman had spoken, frem surround- 
ing the army while it was together. ‘The patent 
was to be delayed for a year, till the man had got || 
among his friends, where he would be much less | 
liable to be taken in, and where the sharks would 
have more difficulty in finding him. 

What the gentleman had said about the Govern- | 
ment having no longer control of the land after | 
they had passed it to the soldier, was undoubtedly | 
true. He admitted that; but he took it that the 
donor had a right to attach to his gift what condi- 
tion he pleased, provided such condition was not | 
contrary to good morals and to the law of the land. 
This, he beheved, would avoid the difficulty as to 
restraining the transfer of these certificates. In 
this way, the gift of the country would inure to 
the soldier who had fonght in this just and holy 
cause. 

One word more. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky {Mr. Bet] had said we ought to have set 
down and counted the cost before we began the 
war, and geen where the money was to come from 
to carry iton. But the fact was, the war came 


| Whig side of the House, with much laughter.) It || and, so far as the able chairman of the comr 
was now a matter of history, But suppose the || was personally concerned, he should be glad to 


| dependence—the greatest production that ever pro- i! The 


_ to the God of battles, and struck for their freedom | ancient history of the origin of the war? 


| great difficulties in securing this gift, when actually 


, now to move for the rising of the committee; in 


\| be referred to a select committee. 
GRAHA M, of North Carolina, and Mr. STEW- 


: ° | 
|| ART, of Pennsylvania, obtained leave to send up | 
| 


|, mittee now rise; and it rose and reported progress 
| accordingly. 


|| Whole was discharged from the further consider- 
' ation of the bill to increase the pay of the non- 


| the army of the United States, and the militia and 


| amendments were referred to a select committee, 


| sideration. The first of which is, the resolution 
| reported by Mr. C.J. Incersoun, from the Com- 


| sums to carry it on, and days 


and bearings, it was surely too late to bring up 
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upon us before the people knew anything about it. | and print stale reports of last year. He was aware 


[Cries of ** very true,” * that’s a fact,” from the | that it was a report which had cost much labor, 


Mittee 


iron men of the Revolution had aeted on this || comply with his wishes; but, in view of his duty 
principle, where would now have been our liber- | to the country, he must say that he should think 
ties and this republican Government? Where | it much better that the money this printing would 
would have been that immortal Declaration of In- || cost should be devoted to the prosecution of the way 
ople wanted no abstruse discussions; they 
ceeded from the pen of mortal man? With their || had decided that the war was right, and should be 
naked swords alone, without a treasury, without || M#osecuted with vigor. This was the feeling and 
means or munitions of war, without public eredit | the determination of a vast majority of this nation: 
or system of taxation, they had simply —— | their minds were made up: why, then, publish an 


Unless 
and their rights. ‘They had had a glorious fight, | some gentleman was desirous to speak upon the 


and they succeeded, and literally ‘conquered a || motion, he should move to lay it on the table, 


peace,”’ | Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he wished to 
In one sentiment, however, which the gentleman | speak, and Mr. R. forbore to make the motion, 

had uttered, Mr. S. heartily concurred, and that || Mr. I. then said he had been desirous of sayin 

was the glorious motto, ** Millions for defence, but || a few things in regard to this report, as well as on 


| not a cent for tribute.”’ | the war itself, but had hitherto been prevented, 


Mr. BOYD, of Kentucky, said that his object | A good opportunity now presented itself, and he 


_and that of a vast majority of that House, was to || wished to embrace it, and was prepared to do so, 


give a land bounty to our soldiers, and to secure | The report had been prepared with a good deal 
them from being defrauded of it by speculators. | of care: its statements were drawn from a higher 


| He wished to do these with as little injury to the || source than those of the President, and the inves- 


treasury or to the public credit as was possible. | tigation was much more extensive than that con- 
These, it would be confessed on all hands, were , tained in the President’s message. Mr. I. now 
important objects; and hence this bill was one of || went into a speech which occupied the hour al- 
great and intrinsic importance. But there were | lowed him under the rule, and was cut short by 
its expiration. (Mr. [.’s speech will be found in 
the Appendix.] 

The SPEAKER laid before the House— 

I. A communication from the President of the 


made, to the soldier for whom it was intended, and 
great difference of opinion as to the best mode of 
effecting this. Mr. B. had nis doubts whether the 


| proposition he had himself proposed, or the various || United States, transmitting a report from the Ad- 


other amendments directed to the same end, would, 
after all, effect it. He feared they would not. 
Great caution and care were certainly to be ob- 
served; he hoped, however, that some plan might 


jutant General of the army, made in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the*5th instant, requesting the President 
to communicate to the House * the whole num- 


| yet be hit upon that would answer better than any || * ber of volunteers which have been mustered into 


yet devised. Under this hope it was his purpose | ¢ the service of the United States since the Ist day 


| |‘ ‘of May last, designating the number mustered 
order that, in the House, the bill, together with all || ¢ for three months, six months, and twelve months; 
the amendments which had been proposed, should |! «the number of those who have been discharged 

' ‘before they served two months, number dis- 
Before the motion was made, however, Mr. || ¢ charged after two months’ service, and the num- 
| * ber of volunteer officers who have resigned, and 
| * the dates of their resignation.’’ Referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 

If. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
|| mitting, in obedience to the requirements of the 
acts of April 2, 1808, and March 3, 1809, state- 
ments showing what contracts have been made 
| under. the authority of that Department during 
| the year 1846; which letter and statements were 
‘| laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 
III. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| transmitting, in*obedience to the resolution of the 


amendments, which would go with the rest. 
Mr. BOYD then made his motion that the com- 


\ 1 
On motion of Mr. BOYD, the Committee of the |, 
1 


commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 


volunteers in the service of the same, and allowing 


them bounty land in certain cases, together with | House of the 2d instant, copies of all the corre- 


all the amendments offered to the same. || spondence relating to the case of L. C. F. Fatio, 
And, on motion of Mr. BOYD, the said billand || Jate captain in the revenue marine; which letter 


a : ; ‘| and correspondence were laid on the table and or- 
consisting of nine members, viz: Messrs. Boyp, || dered to be printed. 


Vinton, Anprew Jounson, Seaporn Jones, Gra- | 
‘ > - r 

HAM, McCiernanpn, Bensamin THompson, Wit- \| 

mot, and Benton. | 


THE MEXICAN WAR. || 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. Coss in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill making ap- 


The House then proceeded to the consideration || propriations for the currentand contingent expenses 


of reports of committees and resolutions, which || of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 


year ending June 30, 1848. 

When the bill had been read through— 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, to print 5,000 copies of | Mr. CULVER moved that the committee rise 
the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of || and report progress. : 
the last session of Congress upon the war with || The question was put, and no quorum voting, 
Mexico. _a recount was had by tellers, who reported, in favor 

Mr. RATHBUN said, that after the meny and __ of rising 32, against it 62. No quorum still voting, 
able speeches which had been made here on both | the committee rose, and the chairman reported the 
sides of this war question, the reports of which had || fact to the House. 
gone all over the United States, he thought it would || _A motion was then made that the House do now 
hardly be necessary to print this report. All the || adjourn; which was me 
best talent of the House had been elicited in the Mr. GEORGE S. H USTON moved the usual 
discussion, and surely but little light could now be |) resolution to close all debate in Committee of the 
thrown upon a matter so well understood. If, at || Whole in five minutes after the House shall again 
the time the report in question had been made, the || go into committee on the above-mentioned bill, and 
motion of the honorable gentleman had been made, | moved the previous question. _ ; 
Mr. R. would have voted for it, for then there || A motion to adjourn was again made and again 
would have been a propriety in it. Butafter we | rejected, _ ‘ 
had been a whole year actually engaged in the war, | The previous question was now seconded, and 
and the House had voted large forces and the main question ordered to be put, and the reso- 
? and weeks had been | —_ was agreed to. ee 
devoted to a full discussion of its origin, causes motion to adjourn so ’ 

to b ) || tellers were appointed. The tellers reported, in 


had been heretofore offered and laid over for con- 1 stipulations with the various Indian tribes, for the 
| 
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favor of adjournment 19, against it 59. So the || the aid of Congress in the construetion of a railroad con- Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from 

7 in refused to adjourn |}; necting the waters of Lake Erie with the Ohio river. L.s teil cow fi ati ; 

ay ai appearing : || By Mr. HUBARD, of Virginia: The petition of Messrs. - Stone, praying indemnity for spoliations prior 
No quorum — 


|| George W. Cahinis, George W. Petters, Joun M. McCargo, || © 1800; which was referred to the select commit- 
Mr. SAWYER moved a call of the House. The || and others. < . : 


tee on that subject. 
motion was agreed to, and the Clerk proceeded to |_|, By Mr. DELANO: The petition of thirty-one citizens of | Mr, CAMERON presented a petition from citi- 
il of members. The roll being called |, Et, Licking county, Ohio, praying Congress to exercise | pong of Hollidaysl in P Ivani ri 
call the ro e ‘w - d || all their constitutional powers to bring to a speedy close the 8 OF Hlolidaysburg, In Pennsylvania, pray el 
through, it appeared that 124 members answere || existing war withont the further effusion of blood. that the public lands may be set apart to be applie 
to their ee ail , - ae ae - epee pouisions a Welee SS. Bastard to the construction of a railroad from Lake Michi- 
; r call was dispensed with. | others yiston, Massachusetts; of Ichabod Wash- || o~ ee oa wg ae OI ue 
On motion, — “es ° —— > || burn and others of Worcester, Massachusetts ; of George |} gan - the Pacific Ocean; which was referred to the 
as again made to adjourn, and again || ’ , sell ¢ Public L 

A ne was ag J ’ again |! ‘Trask and others, of Warren, Massachusetts: all praying || VO™muttee on Pu lic Lands. 
rejected. " for the restoration of peace to the country. . 

Mr. GEORGE 8S. er oe sree . the || ae one eee petition of 34h ettivens of Bock. the city of New York, asking for the establish- 

- > i I y wayin i p Wi { Mexico may be | . > re 1 : 
Chair if the House could not discharge the Com tin aed within terion cflusina of Vieod, ment of a branch Post Office in Chatham square; 
mittee of the Whole on the Indian appropriation | By Mr. LA SERE: The petition of Lieutenant W. A.C. || Which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
ill? : : es _ || Farragut, praying to be promoted to the rank of captain. Office and Post Roads. 

The SPEAKER stated that in his opinion it || _ By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of Daniel McKenny, of | Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from citizens 
coftid not—the House having just passed a resolu- || <a county, Ohio, asking a pension for revolutionary || of Ravenna, Ohio, asking for a grant of public land 
tion making it imperative on the Committee of the | By Mr. ASHMUN: The memorial of Alfred Fly and 113 || for completing the railroad of the Cleveland and 
Whole to rise and report the bill in five minutes || other inhabitants of Monson, Massachusetts, deploring the || Pittsburg Railroad Sen which was referred 
after the House shall again go into committee on || evils of the war with Mexico, and asking that it may be | to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from citizens of 


. brought to a speedy close without further bloodshed. Also, J nD ‘ es 
the bill. Was . 7 ‘ | the memorial of Sylvester Grahame and 77 others, of North- Mr. ARCH ER presented the petition of Ann 
The House again resolved itself into Committee || ampton, Massachusetts, to the same effect. Anderson, widow of a seaman, asking fora pension, 
of the Whole (Mr. Coss in the chair) on the In- || By Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL: The petition of Joseph which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
dian appropriation bill. S. Backus and other citizens of the town of Chaplin, in the | Affairs. 


State of Connecticut, praying that Congress would use all 
their constitutional powers to bring to a speedy close the 


Mr. ASHMUN moved that the committee rise. BILLS REPORTED 
The question was put, and no quorum voted. | war with Mexico, if possible, without further effusion of | ae ee 
A recount was then had by tellers, who reported, || blood. : _Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- 
in favor of rising 7, against it 67. Still no quorum || By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of Giles S. Boggus, ,| dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 
yoted * | praying remuneration for losses sustained by him as express || Jian Maroin, accompanied by a report, The bill 
ed. , . s Nos. ll and 12.i rear 1838. ‘ ’ 
Accarel points of order were made by Mr. || mail contractor on routes Nos. 11 and 12, in the year 1836 was read a first time, and, with the report, ordered 


WINTHROP, Mr. HAMLIN, and Mr. REU- | to be printed. 














SN CHAPMAN. | . Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
athe CHAIRMAN stated that if the motion to | IN SENATE. | reported a bill to authorize the issuing of a new 
rise prevailed, he should, under the order of the || Wepnespay, January 20, 1847. register for the American barque Pons, of Phila- 
House, report the bill = the House. ‘: The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. ri by the name of the Cordelia; whieh was 

Another count, on the motion to rise, was had, CE PRESIDENT presente¢ ial ,| read a first time, F 
and the tellers reported, in favor of rising 62, against || cal he ompennanaiaes of as rane Lacsing'of Mr. JOHNSON, of Marytand, from the Com- 
it 21. the Society of Friends in Pennsylvania, New Jer. | mittee on Commerce, reported a biil re the 

No quorum voting, the committee rose and re- sey, Delaware, and the eastern shore of Maryland; | conditional transfer of the stock held by the United 
ported that fact to the House. which was read, and a motion for the printing was | S'@tes'™ the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company 

A motion was again made that the House ad- 3 to the said company, accompanied by a report, 


referred to the Committee on Printing. si ; ; 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON presented a petition from oe oe time, and, with the report, 
Frederick Dawson, James Schott, and E. D. OMe JOHNSON alee from: the same commit. 
Whitney, praying for the fulfilment of a Contract tee reported the bill to srovide for the completion 
made with the Government of Texas, prior to its | “.’ . : : 
: : . : of the marine hospital &nd erection of a custom- 
I Sn AT CUA; Te BUSEY house in New Orleans, with a recommendation 
that republic with a naval armament; which was | a it do pass 7 
referred to the Committee on Claims. ; 4 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON also presented a memo- On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, the Committee on 
| rial from David Vann and William P. Ross, dele- | the Judiciary were discharged from the further 
gates of the Cherokee Indians, asking for the bal- consideration of the joint resolution for the amend- 
ance due those Indians under the treaty of 1835, | ee ee of the United States, in 
and also praying compensation for the surrender of | re!auion to the judiciary, : 
clad eerie Micra ch em | Oona eee rere 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. merce was ‘ } ! - 
Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from | tion of the memorial of the Red River Railroad 
twelve hundred of the citizens of the District of | roan re memorial was referred to the 
Columbia, asking Congress to adopt measures to - Committee on Finance. F 
prevent the labor of convicts from being used in | On motion of Mr. BREESE, the —— on 
\ the construction of the building for the Smithso- |, Commerce were discharged from geste - a. 
c ae Se hee ieee Taae ‘aoe nian Institution. mere of she mmennncied of S. a a wo ae 
» DERE ar : orgia i id memorial was refe 
praying Congress to grant to them the right of wratemton Mr. W. said he had been requested to present || an co Jeiieler 
to a certain quarter-section of the public lands in Florida. a memorial signed by nearly twe ve hundreft resi- || on y: : : 
By Mr. C. B. SMITH: The memorial of David Hoover, || dents of this District, remonstrating against the Mr. BERRIEN asked and obtained leave to in- 
Elijah Coffin, and 183 other citizens of Richmond, Indiana, || anticipated course of the Regents of the Smith- | troduce a bill to regulate the exercise of the appel- 
Pe Oe er een © Mang Shoes. s late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the United 


journ; which prevailed, and the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 


By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT: Two memorials, of citizens 
of the State of Michigan, for the establishment of a mail 
route from Owasso, in the county of Shiawassee, to Lyous, 
in the county of Ionia, to intersect the State road near the 
house of H. Leach, in the town of Scioto, Shiawassee coun- 
ty, Michigan. 

By Mr. FRIES: The petition of John Frost and 14 other 
citizens of Columbiana county, Ohio, asking Congress to 
provide by law that the publig Jands “be laid out iu farms 
and lots for the free use of such citizens (not possessed of 
other lands) as will eh them.” 

By Mr. WIN'FHROP: The petition of James W. Ward 
- 94 others, of Abington, in Massachusetts, for peace with 
Mexico. . 

By Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL: The memorial of citizens 
of the city of New York, asking the action of Congress in 
favor of Mr. Whitney’s plan for a railroad to the Pacific. 


iy ith in sonian Institution, in making contracts which ! ¢ 
PRY pee HOLMES : The petition of Dr. H. Carver, || would bring the labor of State prison convicts in || States in certain cases; which was read a first and 
. rr IR — ie praying nee a chaste a0 competition with the mechanics of this District in || second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
lorizing Dim ANG, Nis Sasociaies ud a rallroad trom |) the erection of the buildings of the institution. He || Judiciary. 
Lake Michigan, across the Rocky Mountains, to the Pacific now srenented: thet csaamesiid It wan due to th i J a IN submitted th followi i 
Ocean; and in ease this shall be refused, and the Govern- || "OW pr . € | Mr. CORWIN submit © TOhOWINg resoiu- 
ment shall determine to build the road itself, then offering to || regents, however, that he should state that on re- | tion, which lies over one day: 


build the said road, with a wide track and in a very substan- ivi the memoril, he had called on several 1} 
tial manner. for a grant of land twenty miles in width apdl hace . ; on several of | Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 


3 : i : 

each side of thn eaten. them to advise them of it, and as they had all dis- ‘| and ig hereby, directed to report to the Senate the 
By Mr. DE MOTT: The petition of citizens of New York, || Claimed any such course as that the correction of || quantity of public lands sold which had been of- 

asking that a portion of the public lands may be set apart || which was the object of the memorial, he was | acd for sale, or subject to private entry, more 

for the construction of a railroad from Lake Michigan tothe | satisfied the memorialists were mistaken in their || than fifteen years and less than twenty years prior 





By Mr. BARRINGER: The petition of E. P. Guion and || “PPrehensions. Nevertheless, he deemed it his | 
B. McLaughlin, of Nortli Carolina, praying compensation || duty to present the memorial, and move that it be '| been offered for sale, or subject to entry, more than 
for carrying the mail, &e. — ; referred to the Regents of the Institution, and that | twenty and less than twenty-five years prior to 

By Mr. YOST: ‘The petition of Joseph W. Knife, a sol- || the Secretary of the Senate be directed to transmit {| such sale. Also. all public lands so sold which 
dier in the last war, praying fora ion. it to them : red for sal th fi 

By Mr. PERRILL : A memorial from Elias Benton and ys | had been offered for sale more than twenty-five 

The motion of Mr. W. was agreed to. _ and less than thirty years prior to such sale; desig- 


other citizens of Olio, asking for an appropriation of land 
| nating the land districts, and the States and ‘Terri- 


Pacific. to such sale. Also, all public lands sold which had 








tie Chiicthe land dist wo aid inthe completion of | Mr. MANGUM presented a. memorial fom | 
p » rt Owen, asking for an invest Jon of a mode + i » the i 
c Ai Mr. HAMPTON: The memorial o the Trustees ofthe |! diSeovered by. him for improving the condition of || “rch vith sales were made 
the tariff laws as will make books, printed magazines, society; which was referred to the Committee on On motion of Mr. UPHAM 
[naumette ant eneaeame sce inet ya fir too nes ols aes : ; Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
literary tmetitetiont Ge Ee mee ee wee Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from || ;. ° a aieetite ea daeiiiaien ok weld 
valle Mr. SEAMAN: The petition of Edward Quinn for a || _ saw an P00 rs os ue wei a t anal oy John Duta. of Vaemeat. tox tac. 
sion. ersey os 3 . - 
wn Mr. MOULTON: The petition of sundry inhabitants || ag woud wed the war oe Mexico to a speedy 1 vices as a soldier in the war of the Revolution. 
Eretee, fore ee ee amend, Denville; Kingrone A881! termination. — On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the Senate proceed- 
By Mr. TILDEN : The memorial of Henry N. Day and This memorial was'read, and a motion to print ed to the consideration of the_bill for the relief of 
40 other citizens of Hadson, Summit county, Ohio, asking '' was referred to the Committee on Printing. ’ Elijah White and others. 
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The bill was then amended, as in committee of | to add anything, on another point, to the arguments 
the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third || which were brought forward, when the subject 
reading. || was so fully discussed yesterday, viz: as to at- 
|| taching restrictions or any encumbrance to lands | 
| after they were severed from the possession of the | 
United States. His view on this subject was in | 


WESTERN RIVERS. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to ask a question 


of the Committee on Commerce. He desired to || 


know when it was likely that a report would be | : : 
made from that committee on the bill which he had || 88") [Mr. Woopsrivcr.} Congress, while the 


introduced at the beginning of the session, for the || lands remained the property of the United States, | 
improvement of the western rivers? 1 had the power to dispose of them or to regulate 
Mr. HANNEGAN said the Senator from Ken- || their management, and to make all necessary pro- |, 
tucky must be aware that he (Mr. H.) had been || ¥'9!0"8 for that purpose. But after these lands } 
confined from indisposition, until within the last || “°Te parted with, he regarded all other legislation | 
few days. He had not, therefore, been able to || concerning them to be vested only in the State in || 
attend any meeting of the committee. The Sena- || woe 59 en located. t k hn teael 
tor from Kentucky had not this subject more at || ' oer. a some further remarks on the lega 
heart than he had. He hoped there would shortly || eating of the question, and concluded with giving | 
be a meeting, and that the subject would be con- || ‘8S his opinion, that if the bounty was put in the | 

dim. || form recommended by the committee, it would be 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was aware of the |! ne ge and inefficient as an encouragement to 
, |) intist, 

He Mr. CRITTENDEN, after some remarks in 
relation to the power of Congress to impose re- 
strictions upon the lands granted to the soldiers, | 

| in which he differed somewhat from the Senator | 
from Massachusetts as to the extent of that power, 





indisposition of the Senator from Indiana. 
thought, however, that if the committee had used 
ordinary activity, the bill might have been reported 
before this time. There was less time now brie 
ing on this bill than had elapsed since it was refer- 


red to the committee. He had, however, intended Yeah estate of 
to address his question to the chairman of the com- || C?Srvet that he felt also some repugnance to such | 


niittee | provision; and it was for that reason, among oth- | 


Mr. HANNEGAN, My friend from Missouri || 6's that he had proposed, at a former stage of the 

. . Pieoneel = th ‘or 3 j 

near me (Mr. Arcutson] suggested that the inquiry || @i8cussion, to substitute for a grant of land of || 
was addressed to me. | indefinite and unknown-value, lying in a remote 


Mr. DIX made a brief reply, in which he was || situation, where the soldier might not probably 
understood to say, that there were some questions || wish to BO» and which would naturally become the 
before the committee in relation to this bill which || 8¥bject of these fraudulent speculations, a grant of | 
had caused the delay; one of which was, whether | 5°TIPs oF a warrant which would enable the party | 
it would not be more expedient to separate the || locate his land where he pleased. 
objects, and present them to the Senate as distinct Mr. DAVIS observed, that there seemed to be a 
bills. disposition manifested on all sides to obviate what 

was supposed to be an evil attending the granting 

of bounty lands; and that evil was, that those who 
might be inlisted as soldiers in the army would be 
very likely to lose the benefit of the land given them 
as a consideration for their services, by transferring 
such title as they might have, whatever that might 
| be. That this evil existed to some extent, was 
|| undoubtedly true; and the inquiry was, how they 
|| could best meet the difficulty? In what way to 
| shape their legislation, so as to secure to the indi- | 
vidual the property to which he was entitled? It | 
: was not an easy question to settle. They were 
ARMY BILL. proceeding upon the supposition that legislative 

Mr. CORWIN made some verbal alterations in || restriction would do this; but he apprehended that 
the amendment proposed by him yesterday. | legislative restrictions never yet succeeded in retain- || 

Mre WEBSTER rose and remarked that the | ing property in the hands of an improvident man. || 
substance of this amendment raised the question of || What, then, was the result? They were providing || 
(dispensing with the limitations and restrictions || that transfers should work a forfeiture of the grant; | 
proposed a original amendment to be attach- || so that the person obtaining possession by pur- 
ed to the bounty land intended to be conferred || chase from the soldier should derive no benefit from 
upon persons entering into the military service of || his bargain. They were attempting to erect a bar- | 
the United States. He thought the question was || rier between the soldier and the speculator. Did 
an important one, and he trusted it would be |) their experience afford them any ground for believ- | 
wisely decided. So far as respected the probable || ing that they would accomplish the object they had | 
effect of the proposition submitted by the Commit- || in view? Could they by any legislative provisions | 
tee on Military Affairs, and the probable effect of | make men prudent? Could they prevent those who 
that proposition, if modified as now proposed, || had a disposition to waste their property from 
upon the recruit or person proposing to inlist, he | doing so? In his opinion, in a large majority of | 
lad stated yesterday all that he wished to say, || cases, the result would be, that, instead of defeat- | 
except that, in adverting to the practice of the || ing the speculations that grow out of such grants, | 
Government and the acts of Congress during the || they would only throw the burden of increased 
lute war with England, he had not stated precisely || risk upon the owner of such property. By with- 
(because he did not recollect precisely) what was || holding from him a complete title for a period of 
the extent of bounties to which Congress proceed- || seven years, a very great additional risk was cre- | 
ed for the purpose of filling the ranks of the army || ated, and the land must be disposed of on less fa- | 
of the United States towards the close of that War. || vorable terms than if they gave a clear title. He | 

Mr. W. here adverted to the provisiors of the | thought the more completely the individual was | 
law as they stood at the close of the late war, in || made master of the property which was put into | 
December, 1814. ‘There were granted, he said, at 1 his hands, the greater would be the benefit to him. || 
that time, two-fold bounties. In the first place, |! It was entirely a mistaken policy, which would ! 

| 


An act to create the office of surveyor general of 
public lands for the Territory of Oregon, and to 
rrant donation rights to settlers therein, was then 
taken up for consideration, on its third reading. 

On the suggestion of Mr. CORWIN, a verbal 
amendment was unanimously agreed to. 

The bill was then about to be read a third time; 
when, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the 


there was a money bounty of $124—fifly to be || defeat itself, to undertake to tie these bounties up. | 
paid upon inlistment, fifly upon joining the regi- || He could arrive at no other conclusion than this, | 
ment or being mustered into service, and the other || and would prefer decidedly the issue of scrip. 
twenty-four upon receiving an honorable discharge. ] Mr. CASS said he did not rise to discuss this 
There was also eight dollars compensation to any || question atall, for he thought it had been sufficient- | 
non-commissioned officer or scldier who should || ly discussed already. He merely desired to say | 
procure a recruit to be inlisted, making the whole || that it seemed to him it would be better to come } 
amount in money $132. And then there was a || to a decision as soon as possible. The bill was || 
bounty in land to the amount of half a section, or 1 vastly important, and its passage ought not to be i 
three hundred and twenty acres. This was the | delayed. The impression upon his mind at pres- || 
state of the law as it now stood. There had been || ent was, that he should vote decidedly against the 
previous laws which had put the quantity of land || restrictions; for he agreed fully in what had been || 
at a quarter-section, or one hundred and sixty |) said by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, |. 


acres, but at the close of the war the bounty stood || that it was not in the power of the General Gov- 
as he had stated it. | ernment to impose restrictions and limitations after | 


It might be a little presumptuous for him now “ parting with the ownership of the land. And he 
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| accordance with that of the Senator from Michi- || 


Jan. 20, 


nok wah . : . = 
|| wentatill further: he thought the Government could 


not do indirectly what they had not the power to 


|| do directly; and that they had not the power o¢ 


> 


of patents. When the equitable title passed, he 
did not believe they could, by withholding the 
patent, retain the right to exercise any contro}. 


controlling these grants by postponing the issyine 
‘> 


|| Besides, they were assuming that the volunteer or 


soldier to whom the grant was made was incom. 


petent to take care of his own interests; and, jn 


| attempting to guard the improvident man, they 


were putting unnecessary burdens upon the provi- 
dent. Let the soldier be asked whether he desired 
that the property should be guarded in this way 
and what would be his answer? He would vote 
against any restrictions being put upon these 
grants. * 
Mr. WEBSTER replied to some of the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky, regarding the 
power of Congress to control the laws of descent 
in relation to these grants; and added, that it ap- 
peared to him that the form most likely to be effec. 
tual in attaining the object contemplated by these 
provisions relating to bounty lands, was the form 
suggested in the amendment proposed yesterday 
by the honorable Senator from Texas, which was, 
to grant land scrip to be issued hereafter, and to be 
received in payment for lands. He thought this 


_ the simplest and best form in which bounties could 


be granted. 
Mr. BAGBY differed from those gentlemen who 


held that the Government could not make grants 
/on conditions. It had been the practice of this 


Government to make such conditions, in various 
ways, but more especially in treaties; and he de- 
sired to introduce an amendment in this bill, to 
define, as far as possible, what the conditions in 
this case should be. He thought the better way 
to secure to those who were fighting the battles of 
the country, and to their families, the grant of the 
Government, was to ingraft on this bill a provision 
creating a separate and distinct estate in each 
branch—a life estate to the non-commissioned offi- 
cer, musician, and private, with dower to their 
widows and a remainder to their children, accord- 
ing to the laws of the State where the land lies. 
He thought this would secure their rights more 
effectually than it could be done by postponing the 
time when the patent was to take effect. 

Mr. B. regretted that these various amendments 


| should occasion so much delay in the passage of 
this bill. He thought the effect of these amend- 


ments was not clearly understood. They involved 
the general policy of the Government in respect to 
the public Tauals, the law of intestacy in all its 
forms, and the law of descents, besides many 
other points which could not safely be determined 
by a vote of the Senate on simply hearing an 
amendment read. He hoped this land system 
and the questions which it involved, would be sep- 
arated from this bill, and that the Senate would 
take time to digest the necessary provisions on the 
subject, and put them ina form in which they will 


| stand and endure judicial investigation. 


Mr. B. then recapitulated how losses were sus- 
tained by the soldiers of the Revolution and the 
more recent war, who were the victims of shame- 
ful devices and impositions; and he inquired if the 


soldiers of the present day were more intelligent 
than those of the preceding wars. If such things 


could be practised upon the men of ’76, what, he 
asked, might not be done on the men of °47? He, 
however, should be glad now if the Senate could 
act only on the military clauses of the bill, and 
leave the rest to another time, but not along time. 
He meant such time as would enable the Senate to 
mature a law to protect the soldiers against specu- 
lators. Let them do that first which was ripe for 
action, and afterwards that which was so much 
desired. 

Mr. BENTON read extracts from a book, neither 


the title nor contents of which were audible in the 


gallery, but they were understood to be details de- 
scriptive of the injuries which had been sustained 
heretofore by our soldiers at the hands of specu- 
lators. He then briefly again urged on the Senate 
the right and necessity of protecting the soldier 


‘against the plunderers by whom he would be as- 


sailed. 

Mr. DAYTON said this was a question of much 
importance, inasmuch as it was the introduction of 
a new principle in this bounty land system, which 
certainly ought to be, and he trusted would be, 
well considered. It seemed to him that the argu- 
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ments used overlooked the main matter provided 


le 


i 


for by this bill. They were not now providing || 


bounty for past services; they were not giving pen- 
sions; they were providing a law which was to 
operate as an inducement for services 10 come. 
The object to be attained was the filling up the 
ranks of the army. It was necessary, then, to. 
ascertain what system of legislation would best pro- 
mote the value of the gift, whether with the power 
of alienation, or without that power? Whether a 
system of legislation which would say to a man, | 
you shall have the benefit of a grant of land seven 
years hence, or a system of legislation which says 
to him, take it now? The difference, as it seemed 
to him, was exactly the same as between a pay- 
ment of cash in hand, and a promise to pay in 
seven years hence. They were about to call upon 
the country for an enlistment of ten thousand men, 
to serve, not for a campaign, but for the war, or 
for five years; to meet, not the steel of the enemy 
in a single battle, but to encounter the malignant 
fevers of the climate of the enemy’s country. They 


all recollected the difficulty that was experienced || 


in time past in procuring inlistments, Every man 
must therefore feel the necessity of giving to 
these bounties all the value which legislation could | 
give them. He was opposed to the restrictive 
rovisions upon alienation, as operating against 
all the soldiers who might inlist from the old | 
States. It was very apparent that he who resided 
in the far West, having Government lands in his 
neighborhood, could make them of more service to | 
him than a man whose home was in one of the 
older States. He could conceive of no good reason 
why this provision should be inserted, and there 
were many, in his judgment, tending to show that | 


duced the value of the gift. | 

Mr. ARCHER expressed his preference for the | 
amendment which had been proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Texas. He was aware that he would 
ultimately have to give a vote upon a provision in 
some form which it was the object of these amend- 
ments to constitute, and he desired, consequently, | 


befure being ealled upon to vote for any of them, to || 
avow himself in favor of granting liberal bounties | 
to those who periled their lives in the service of || 


their country. One single dollar offered in the form | 
of money would go farther, he thought, than ten 

times that amount given in the form proposed in 

the amendment reported ty the committee. They 

would hardly find a single man who would attach | 
any value to a bounty in that form, when the land 
was located at a great distance, and where he could 
not avail himself of a title for the term of seven 
years. He believed that twenty dollars in money 
would avail incalculably more tharf this grant of 
land accompanied by the proposed conditions. 
What were those conditions? ‘They were to ren- 
der the grant absolutely unavailable to the grantee 
for seven years. If it were not for the high respect 


which he entertained for the gentlemen who had || 


advocated such a provision, he would consider the | 
opinions which had been expressed in its favor as 


entirely absurd. It was tantamount to making a || 


gift, and at the same time declaring that the gift | 
should be of no manner of value. 

Mr. TURNEY sent up an amendment which he 
desired to offer at a suitable time. 


Mr. NILES rose but to say a few words. The | 


whole subject embraced here was, how best to pro- 

mote or induce inlistments by additional rewards 

for military service. Now, he thought the pehd- | 
ing proposition would be found most inapplicable, | 
unwise, and unequal in its operation, while it 
would squander a very large amount of the public | 
domain. Why was it that they had so many 
schemes on this subject? Why was it that there | 
were 8o many attempts to make land grants avail- | 
able? Simply because the thing was not adapted | 
to the object. Land was not a legal tender. It | 
was nota currency. It was not equally valuable, 
in any considerable degree, to the persons to whom | 
it was to be given. It was, therefore, a mode of | 
compensation which was unequal—necessarily, es- | 
sentially unequal. It might be of great value to | 
some, while to others it was of very little value, | 
and therefore, as a mode of compensation, it was | 


unjust. As an inducement, it might look well in | 
the newspapers, but in the old States, and especial- | 
ly in the populous towns, where these men are | 
mainly to C 

They do not value it as an equivalent in money. 
But if they gave the recruit land scrip, it was 


: pen! || settled and uniform revenue. 
it should not, and the principal one was, that it re- || 


|| would take the money. 


} . 
| money, dollar for dollar, against the Government, 


though not for the purposes intended. It would 
constitute a currency, receivable at the land offices, 
and it would be found, as tn all cases where there 
were two descriptions of currency, either of which 
would answer a certain purpose, that the least val- 
uable would drive out of use the most valuable. 
Now, this mode of forming a currency out of the 
| public lands was absurd. Why not hold on to 
| the land? He agreed with the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Arcuer,] that whatever they gave 
should be ina currency which has a known value, 
| an equal value, and which holds out equal induce- 
| ments to all, and be equal as a matter of reward 
/and compensation to all. Mr. N. was therefore 
Opposed to this project, because it was liable to the 
objections which he had indicated. It was an at- 
tempt to reward men with that which was of little 
value to them, whigh nevertheless would involvea 
great sacrifice tothe Government. And why were 
they led to do it? Were they led to do it by 
the lessons of experience? Why, the military 
land bounties were very different in their circum- 
| stances now than they were at the Revolution, and 

even than they were during the last war. At the 

time of the Revolution our Government had nothing 
| else to give; they were obliged to resort to that 
| mode of compensation as the only one then within 

theircontrol. Another reason was, that the public 

domain was of little value to us at'that time. Cer- 
| tainly, during the revolutionary war, there were 

no sales of public lands. No calculatiou could 
| then be made of the amonnt of money they would 

produce; but now calculation could be made. 
| They knew the annual value, It had become a 
Why should they 
not take care of it then, and give the money to 
these men? Suppose they were to offer an alter- 
native—say fifty dollars in money, or a quarter- 
section of land: which did they suppose would be 
preferred? His word for it, ninety-nine per cent., 
| or inthat proportion, of those who enter the service, 
y. And were they to be told 
that the land was worth more than that sum, and 
that we know better than they do what is their 
interest?) He concurred in part with much that 
had been said on this point, that it was not for us 
to assume that men who enter our service and ficht 
our battles are so destitute of common sense, that 
| they cannot take care of themselves. They can 
| estimate and value their services; and yet he was 
| satisfied, that if fifty dollars, or less, were offered 
as a bounty, with the alternative of a quarter-sec- 
tion of land, the great proportion would prefer the 
money. Well, then, the next question was, what 
is this land worth tous? Is it not worth fifty dol- 
lars, or about thirty cents an acre? It certainly 
| produced much more; and he was not disposed to 

dry up that source of revenue. He wished it to 

be considered as the settled policy of the Govern- 
| ment, that it was to be recognised for all time to 
come, as one of the sources of revenue to the Gov- 
ernment. But in the form in which it was pro- 
posed to give this land, as had already been stated 
by several gentlemen, to the recruit or volunteer, 
in many cases they destroyed the value of their 
own grant. Why, these men were not in a con- 
dition to wait seven years. 
‘cash in hand.” A grant of land which was not 
to he enjoyed for seven years, would present no 
value to them, none at all. This mode, then, of 
rewarding them was not practicable, because it 
was not equal; and yet it must necessarily result 
| in loss to the Government, because we are reward- 
| ing them with that which is of less value to them 
| than to us. He had noconfidence in this scheme. 
He believed its essential object would fail. Why, 
then, shonld they squander the public domain to put 
it in the hands of speculators? He would much 
rather pay the bounty in money. And he would 
give a reasonable bounty, which would be just, 


. ina 


|| beeause it would be equal. 


' Mr. BENTON said, that with respect to a 


Their principle is, . 


| bounty in money, he had to remind the Senate | 
| that they, had already passed a bill to givea money | 
| bounty to those who inlist, and he was informed H 


| by the adjutant general yesterday, that since that | 


act had been passed, recruiting had increased 
rapidly, and that the ranks were fast filling up; 
| but as far as the money bounty was concerned, it 
| was only to be given to the regulars; and as to the 


several regiments in Missouri and in Arkansas, 
claiming preémption right te serve: regiments 


recruited, they do not want this land. i volunteers, there were some thousands—there were 
| 


| 
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which had offered and had been kept back, and 
were now claiming a preémption right to go into 
service. With regard to them, there was nq ne- 
cessity for a money bounty, and no great necessity 
for a land bounty, and he apprehended that none 
of them were thinking about receiving a land 
bounty; that the subject which had occupied poli- 
ticians for two weeks in Congress, was a subject 
which had not yet entered their minds—they had 
not thought of it. 
Mr. BERRIEN. 


ne ae ee eee re ee ee ree 


What necessity is there then 


| for this bill? 


Mr. CALHOUN rose not to detain the Senate 
a moment. He simply proposed to state the 
ground on which he should place his vote. He 
should give his vote for that which would make 
the bounty most valuable to the soldier or the vol- 
unteer; and as he believed restrictions would make 
it less valuable, he should vote for that which had 
the least restrictions. Governed by these views, 
he should vote, in the first instance, for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio; and if that suc- 
ceeded, be should vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HANNEGAN desired, in his action on this 
question, to do a substantial service to the soldier. 
The very proposition in its effects conveyed an 
honorary distinction to those who have already 
served in the army; but he desired to make it sub- 
stantial at the same time; and such, he believed, 
was the wish of every Senator who would vote on 
this question. He could not but bear testimony 
to the zeal and fervor with which the Senator from 
Missouri | Mr. Bento] had urged his own favorite 
proposition upon the Senate; and every gentleman 
would bear witness with him that that Senator had 
been animated but by one motive—a desire to 
serve those that they all professed a desire to serve. 
He feared, however, in common with several Sen- 
ators who had expressed themselves on this sub- 
ject, that the greater and stronger were the restric- 
tions thrown around the grant, the worse it would 
be for the soldier. His object was to, equalize— 
in the language of the Senator from Connecticut, 
[Mr. Nizes,] if he heard that Senator aright—to 
equalize this bounty from the Government to the 
soldier; make each participate to the last farthing 
with others in the bounty which it was intended 
to give them now; and, with this view of it, he 
should feel constrained, like the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] after the most mature 
reflection he could give the subject, to vole against 
the proposition from the Military Committee, which 
proposed these hard restrictions which had been 
referred to. 

To the amendment of the Senator from Texas, 
too, for which the Senator from South Carolina 


| said he was willing to vote, he had a vital objection. 


He objected to the proviso of that Senator, [Mr. 
Rusx,] which was in these words: 


Provided, That if the full term for which such person 
shall have volunteered shall not exceed one year, then the 
warrant to be for eighty acres.” 


He protested against all these provisoés, and for 


'a reason which, it seemed to him, ought to be as 


powerful with the Senator from Ohio as it was 
with himself—because it curtailed half the amount 
of land to be given to the volunteers from Chio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, 


' Louisiana, and Mississippi, who are now in the 


field. What warrant had they to believe that this 
war would be protracted six months from this day? 
What reason had they to believe that even another 
blow would be strack? He was inclined to be- 
lieve otherwise from what he saw. The ineffi- 
ciency manifested by the head of the Mexican 
army, Santa Ana, who had neglected to avail -him- 
self of a palpable advantage which was presented 
by the extended line of our army from Parras, in 
the centre, to the Gulf of Mexico, justified this 
conclusion. If he had not thus failed to take the 
advantage—if he had availed himself, with his 


| 30,000 troops, of the opportunity to strike a blow, 


i 
} 
t 
} 
} 


i 


it must have been an effective one. If then the 
war should come to a close within a few months, 
and our soldiers were disbanded, they would each 
receive eighty acres of land. Yes, the men who 
followed McClung and Davis in. the assault of 
Monterey, are to be put off with eighty acres of 
land. he volunteers of Ohbic, and Indiana, and 
Ilinois—those who fought at Monterey, and those 
who were subject to a more formidable enemy, 
disease and death, in the worst ible shape,— 
were to be put off with but eighty acres of land. 
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Of the volunteers from his own State, he found |) 
that but four hundred and fifty survived, out of | 
one thousand, which Indiana sent to the batide- 


field; but four hundred and fifty were reported || 


the other day for duty and service. They had 


been kept at the mouth of the river to guard the | 


baggage, and not allowed to see the enemy—and 
it was the enemy they went to see. Fever and 
disease had destroyed more than the enemy. He 
could not, therefore, agree to propositions of this 
kind. His desire was to equalize the grant they | 
should make; and to accomplish this purpose, he 
should go for the proposition of the Senator from 
Texas, with some amendment. He did not think 
it covered sufficient ground; but when it should 
come up for consideration, he should attempt to 
correct what appeared to him to be defects, and 
then he should give it his support. 
however, go for the pending amendment of the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin. ]| 

Mr. CHALMERS suggested that there was not 
sufficient, if any, provision made for those who 


ment, 

Mr. CORWIN desired the Secretary to read his 
amendment; and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. CHALMERS still was not satisfied with 
the phraseology of that amendment. ‘That amend- 
ment only provided for those who “ are in the ser- 
vice,’’ whereas there might be some who might 
die of sickness, but who might not be actually in 
the service at the time of death. There might be 
some honorably discharged who might die of sick- 
ness brought upon them by the public service in 
which they had been engaged. He thought such 
cases presented claims for which provision should 
be made. 

Mr. CORWIN replied, that the bill was intend- 
ed to meet every case. The gentleman would see 
that all who were honorably discharged were pro- 
vided for, provided they had been in the service 
for three months. 

Mr. CHALMERS said his objection was not 
yet met. He would include the whole of those 


foreign Jand. He wished there to be no restric- 


tion as to time of service, but to extend the bounty | : : ; bes ‘ 
| out the words “ from captains in the army,” for if | 
| kept inand good captains were selected, they would | 


to all, whether the length of service was three 
months or three days. He desired the Senator 
from Ohio toamend his amendment by providing 
for those who were honorably discharged before 
their term of service had expired, in consequence 
of wounds received, or sickness incurred, during | 
the time of such service. 

Mr. CORWIN. I have no objection, sir. 

The amendment was amended accordingly. 

Mr. BAGBY sent an amendment to the Secre- 
tary’s desk, to make the provision which he had 
before suggested, viz: an estate for life in the land 
to non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, with dower to widows, and entail in fee to 
their heirs-at-law, according to the laws of the Siate 


where the lands lie. 1} 


The amendment was read for information, but 
it was not now in order. 
Mr. CORWIN desired to explain a difficulty 
which had been suggested by the Senator from || 
Indiana, [Mr. Hannecan,}] and which had pre- | 
sented itself to his own mind. In granting boun- | 
ties he admitted that some respect should be paid | 
to the length of service, 8o that it should not ap- || 
pear to be a mere gratuity to the troops, but that || 
the bounty should bear some relation to the service || 
rendered. In the further prosecution of the war, || 
it was not likely that the troops would be raised, || 
whether regular soldiers or volunteers, but for 
longer periods of service—the former for five years, |! 
and the latter during the war. As the principal || 
object of this bill was therefore prospective, and 
the design to recruit the army speedily, it did ap- 
year to him that there should not be a greater || 
ounty given to those who enter during the war || 
now pending, than to those who went into it with- || 
out any other motive than the laws furnished at || 
the time they entered into the service. Now, he | 
supposed that every one who was ecquainted with | 
the generosity of the Senator from indiana, [Mr. | 
Hanneean,]} knew that if he could do it from his 
own private purse, he would be willing to bestow || 


on the soldier any gratuity that might be necessa- || York referred to proposed a chaplain only to each || may designate as most i 
ry; but when they were disposing of the money in || brigade, whereas the amendment of the gentleman || would occur? There are 


the public treasury, it appeared to him that they || 
should be careful to give only in cases where it || 
was necessary to make some compensation to || 


, amendment did, in fact and in substance, give to a 
| Senator from Texas proposed. 


| any proposition to give scrip, as he was by no 
He could not, || 
of land into a paper currency. 


| Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge—29. 


| as amended, and it was agreed to. 


/ advice and consent “of the Senate to appoint sur- 
| geons and assistant surgeons to the army. 


vision of the bill by which majors were to be ap- 


| were to be disbanded. 
who left their homes to go to peril their lives in a || 
| teracquainted with ihe objects desired to be reached, | 


| the law as it now stands from operating badly, no 
| account captains must be selected as majors asa 


| tion was adopted, 


| ida was clearly right—some amendment was re- | 
| quisite, for as the bill now stood, the President had | 
| no discretion in his appointment of majors, except | 

| 


| fill the blank left for the remuneration of the chap- 
| lains with ** the pay and emoluments of a major of 
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those who were to receivé it. And in making | 
compensation, they must also make a discrimina- | 
uuon between those who have served but a limited 
time, and those whose Service has been longer. 
Again: there was some misunderstanding on 
another point. Now, he contended that his 


soldier receiving a land warrant a money war- 
rant—dollars and cents—restricting it to this, that 
it was only receivable in payment of public lands, | 
It was land scrip, as much as was that which the 


Mr. ALLEN embraced the opportunity to state 
how he should vote. He should vote against this 
amendment, and afterwards vote to give the land 
unrestricted to the soldier. He should vote against 


means in favor of converting eight millions of acres 


‘The vote was then taken, and Mr. CORWIN’S 
amendment was agreed to; yeas 29, nays 18, as 


| follows: 
were stricken down by sickness after their inlist- || 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Cameron, Chalmers, Cilicy, J. M. Clayton, ‘Piaomas 
Clay tou, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, 
Huntington, Jamagin, Johuson of Maryland, Johnson of 
Loui:jana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, 


NAY S—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, 


Houston, Niles, Sevier, Speight, Turney, and Westeou—i8. || . 
se ee a : '| major of dragoons does receive. 


The question then recurred on the amendment | 


Mr. CHALMERS called the attention of the | 
Senate to another amendment, which gave the Pres- 
ident of the United States power by and with the 


It was agreed to. 
Mr. WESTCOTT also called attention to a pro- 


pointed to these new regiments from the captains 
in the regular service, and to another provision by | 
which, at the end of the war, these new regiments 
He thought some amend- 
ment was necessary; but he deferred to others bet- 


to offer it. He thought the best way was to strike | 





lose their places at the end of the war. To prevent 


mode of getting rid of them at the end of the war. | 
‘The matter should be understood before this sec- 
He made the suggestion, but | 
should offer no amendment. 


Mr. R. JOHNSON said the Senator from Flor- | 


as among the captains of the regular army. But 


| if they were to be discharged from the United | 
States service at the close of the war with Mexico, |! 


the eifect would be that the captains would refuse | 
to receive the appointments, and there would be 


| no majors for those regiments. ‘To guard against | 


this, he proposed a proviso, that no officer now in 
the army of the United States, who may be ap- | 


| pointed as provided by this act, shall be discharged 


at the close of the war. The effect of this would 
be to leave it to the subsequent action of Congress 
to say what should become of them. 

Some conversation ensued between-Mr. DIX, 


Mr. R. JOHNSON, Mr. CASS, and Mr. JAR- | 


j 





NAGILN, and then the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HANNEGAN moved an amendment at the 

end of the section, to provide for the appointment 

of a chaplain to each regiment, and he proposed ta 





dragoons.” 

Mr. DIX suggested that there was another bill 
on their tables which made provision for the organi- 
zation of the army, in which there was a provision 
for the appointment of chaplains. As soon as this 
bill was disposed of, he intended to ask the Senate 
to take up that bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN said if he understood the mat- 
ter, the other bill which the Senator from New 


from Indiana was very different, inasmuch as it pro- 
posed to appoint a chaplain to each regiment. He 
should preter that the amendment of the Senator 





en anaes eee ene iiaen teens ne 





an. 20, 
from Indiana should prevail rather than that ally. 
ded to by the Senator from New York. He hoped 
therefore, that the Senator from Indiana wou! 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. DIX replied that that amendment could come 
up when the other bill was under consideration, ang 
it could be ingrafted on that bill if it were deemed 
proper. 

Mr. HANNEGAN intimated that he would 
willingly yield to the suggestion of the Senator 
from New York if he had any assurance that it 
could be got up hereafter; but he thought they 
were under obligations in legislating for the nation 
to provide the co with chaplains, and that he 
should avail himself of this opportunity to urge 
his amendment. He was of opinion that if chap- 
lains had been provided for those who have gone 
into Mexico, the crimes and disorders of which 
they had heard so much, would but have been as 
one to one hundred. He wanted to give to the 
soldier a companion, too, in the hour of sickness, 
as well as to produce order and propriety and de- 
cency in the camp wherever it might be pitched, 
and there was no power on earth so well caleu- 
lated to do this as the officer he had named. He 
called for the yeas and nays on his amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON would like to hear from some 
/member of the Military Committee how much a 


’ 
not 


r. HANNEGAN said he did not know. 
Mr. BENTON replied, that it was about $2,000, 
Mr. BREESE said it was $2,182 82. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked if there was not a greater 
compensation recommended by the War Depart- 
ment. 


proposition only intended to give one chaplain to 
a brigade. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON thought $2,100 each, for ten 
chaplains to be added to these ten regiments that 
were to be raised, was too large a sum to give. 


| Mr. HANNEGAN thought the difference of 


| $400, $500, or $600, in such a case, was a differ- 
ence too trifling for serious consideration. He 
would, however, to meet the views of the Senator 
| from Maryland, fix the sum at $1,500. 

| Mr. BUTLER said he should vote against the 
amendment, as the Senator from New York had 
| informed them that another bill would provide one 
| chaplain to each brigade. He was willing to pay 
| such functionaries liberally, but one for each regi- 





ment would be more than was required. ; 
Mr. DIX rose to correct an impression which 


referred, proposed to give to chaplains the pay and 
emoluments of a major of infantry, and not of 
dragoons, making a difference of about $300. 

|\“"Mr. HANNEGAN remarked, in reply to the 
| Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Butier,] that 
} 





one chaplain to each brigade, would be a virtual 

denial of such officers. A brigade was composed 
| of three regiments, one of which might be at Par- 
| ras, while another was at Monterey, and the other 
at Camargo; and it was impossible that a chaplain 
could divide himself into three pieces. 

Mr. BUTLER replied, that if one = chap- 
lain was not present to preach to the soldiers, per- 
| haps another would; for it was to be supposed that 
| they would preach for each other. 

Mr. CAMERON said he did not suppose the 
duty of a brigade chaplain was confined to preach- 
ing. He hoped such an officer would be found a 
ministering angel to the sick and the dying. 
| ..Mr. WESTCOTT said he desired to say a few 
| words about the proposed chaplains. He had no 
| objection to the President appointing as many chap- 
_lains as may be wanted, and to pay them a thou- 
sand or fifteen hundred dollars a year, if deemed 





necessary. He would go further, and give every 
officer and soldier that wished ita Bible and Psalm 
Book and Hymn Book, according to the denomi- 
nation or sect he eee — was altogether 
opposed to appointing these chaplains to any par- 
saniler Seen . the aor proposed. Let eight or 
ten, or more, if necessary, of different persuasions 
| be selected, but not attached to any specified regi 
ment or corps, but to serve in their sacred o 
| when and where and on the occasions ‘the officers 
Otherwise, what 
holics and Protest- 
ants, Presbyterians and Methodists, Baptists and 
Unitarians, Jews and Gentiles, in every regiment. 
His friend near him, the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 


Mr. DIX replied in the affirmative, but that 
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A.ieN,] reminded him there were also Mormons. | tion; which was seconded, and the main question Resolved, That the President of the United States 13 L 
Now, if these chaplains were appointed as pro- || was ordered to be put, viz: Will the House recon- || be requested to communicate to this House wheth- 4 Fi, 1 
nosed—one to each regiment, and for it—that corps | sider the vote agreeing to the resolution? er any, and if any, which of the Representatives 20 
must regard him as such. The Protestant chap- | The question being put, it was decided in the named in the list annexed, have held any office or ge 
jain will have to absolve the Catholic soldier of his || negative. So the House refused to reconsider. offices under the United States since the commence- eo 
corps; the Catholic priest administer to the Pro- } CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. ment of the 29th Congress; designating the office Re 
testant volunteer of his regiment, though he holds || Mr. PAYNE asked and obtained ! ee or offices held by each, and whet er the same are one’ 
him as a heretic; the Mormon will have to receive 1 Ps * . lic «as 4 re 10 Siok wre oO in = now so held ; and indicating in said information Fa 
the religious instruction of his Methodist regimen- | i fol omg ill, of which previous notice the names of all who are now serving in the army bay 
tal chaplain, and so on. Mr. W. said he had no |) 28° Deen given: of the United States as officers, and receiving pay fe 


idea of all this. He had no idea of either bringing 
in military law to aid religion by force, or of sub- 


jecting religion to military law in this way. The | 


soldiers and volunteers have rights of conscience, 


as holy and sacred as those of the citizen. He be- | 


ry’ > oe 

; : The resolution was agreed to a 

; f 2 ‘ : | Others disquaiificd by conviction in a court of competent i. , , 
lieved the course proposed would lead to dissatis- | jurisdiction of telony or otber infamous crime, and who sball Mr. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways and Ee 
faction and disorder, and do more harm than good, have attained the age of twenty-one yeats, aud shall have 7 re 


He asked Senators to reflect well before they med- 
died with this subject, as to the mode of effecting 
what they desired. For his part, if the chaplains 
were to be selected as proposed, he should vote 
against the whole concern. 

“Mr. BAGBY wagin favor of giving one chaplain 
to each regiment, but not to give to each $1,500. 
He proposed to reduce the amount to $1,000. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired if the sum to be fixed was 
to include salary, rations, and all expenses ? 
Mr. HANNEGAN said certainly. The sum 


of $1,500 was in lieu of everything. The chap- | 


lain would have no rations, nor any travelling 
expenses; and under any circumstances, not one 
Senator would go for such compensation. 

Mr. BAGBY said, if he thought there would be 


any difficulty in consequence of a reduction of || 


salary, he would not press his amendment; but he 
Anew clergymen who were in the habit of receiving 
for their services but $200. In every view of the 
case he thought $1,000 would do. 

Mr. ATCHISON said the amendment proposed 
to give to each of these ten new regiments a chap- 
lain; but that number would not be sufficient, as 
he understood we had no such officer in any of the 
other regiments, whether regulars or volunteers. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. More the shame. 

Mr. ATCHISON said he would move to make 


the appointments general, by giving the President | 


A BILL to amend and continue in force the act to incorpo- 
rate the inhabitants of the city of Washington. 

Be it enacied by the Senute and House of Represenutives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembied, That every 
| free white male citizen of the United States, except persons 
confined as paupers in the almshouse, lunatics, idiots, and 


| 


resided in the city of Washingion one year immediately pre- 
ceding the elecuon, shall be entitled to vote by ballot jor 
mayor, members of the board of aldermen, of We bourd of 
| comunon council, register, collector, and surveyor, and for 
every other oilicer authorized to be chosen at any popular 


after be elected by the people qualitted as herein provided. 


poll-tax, not to exceed in amount one doilar per annum, on 


ington, to be collected and app.ied as other taxes. 
Sec. 3. Ande it further enacted, ‘That the actor acts now 


in force incorporating the city of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, and prescribing the duties and rights of the | 
same, shall continue and be in force, with the eacepuon of 
so much thereof as may be contrary to the provisions of this | 


act. 


assage. 


| the bill to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia. 
Mr. PAYNE said that this was precisely the 


same bill, word for word, which had passed the | 


House last session, but failed in the Senate. The 
| purpose of the bill was to enable the people of the 
District to vote for members of the corporation—it 


within the District, and was, as he fully believed, 
| greatly desired by a majority of the inhabitants. 
As this was the only opportunity at which the 


election under the above recited act, all of whom shail here- | 


Sec. 2. And be it further enucted, That the mayor, board | 
of aldermen, and board of common council, of the city of 
Washington, may levy, and are hereby authorized to levy, a | 


each white inale citizen who may reside in the city of Wash- | 


Mr. PAYNE asked that the bill be put upon its | 
Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT moved to refer | 


was, in fact, a bill to extend the right of suffrage || 








as such, and when and by whom they were com- 
missioned. 


Annexed to this resolution is a list of the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives. 


Means, reported bills of the following titles, viz: 

A bill making appropriations for the payment 
of the revolutionary and other pensions of the 
United States for the year ending the 30th June, 
1848; and 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Military Academy for the year ending 3Uth 
June, 1848. 

Which bills were read a first and second time, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill to authorize 
the issue of treasury notes, a loan, and for other 
purposes, was made the special order for to-mor- 
row, and to continue so until disposed of. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a bill, of which previous notice had 
been given, to provide for the deposite of all 
moneys received from customs and the public 


|| lands into the treasury, and for the payment of all 


persons epgaged in collecting the same from the 
treasury, and for other pee which bill was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


| On motion of Mr. NORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be discharged from the consideration of the 
| memorials of Peter King, trustee of Mary White- 

side, executrix of Peter Whiteside, and of Richard 
M. Thomas, Annette M. Farland, and Theresa 


yee 


| 
of the United States power to appoint a chaplain || passage of the bill could probably be secured, he || M. Downing, heirs at law of James J. Miller, de- ) 
to each regiment in the service. |} would move that it be now put on its passage, and || 
: 
| 


And the main quesuon was ordered to be put | M . , : 
Ss . ; : wg) r. POLLOCK, from the Committee of Claims 
viz: Shall the bill be engrossed and read a third || reported a, bill for the relief of Davia Thbeenss 


{| which was read and committed, ¢ 8, 


|| ceased, and that they be referred to the Committee 5 
Mr. HANNEGAN en the amendment. || on that motion he asked the previous question. || on Foreign Affairs. 7 
Mr. DAYTON said, whi 


e he favored the pre 
osition, he thought some other provision should 


be made, or the chaplain would be placed in great || time? 


difficulty. He would be the only officer who 
would get no rations. He would draw on the 
suttler for nothing. He must make a mess for 
himself, and thus he would be involved in great 
difficulty. Why ought not the chaplain to be 
placed in the position of other officers? With the 
permission of the Senator from Indiana, as it was 
now late, and as it would take time to systematize 
this matter, he would move that the Senate now 
adjourn. 


| a third time. 


bill. 
Mr. G. W. JONES moved the previous ques- 


| ordered to be put, viz: Shall this bill pass? 
The vote on the passage of the bill was ,taken 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 


The bill being engrossed, was accordingly read | 


The question recurred on the passage of the | 


Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, re- 

| ported a bill for the relief? of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Nathaniel Cox, deceased, for- 

| merly navy agent at New Orleans; which was read 


. . , ~ || and committed. 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question || 


Mr. TIBBATTS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill in relation to anchors and 


| 
| other safeguards for steamboats; which was read 


| and committed. 


| 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Barringer, || oT RE . : 
Bayiy, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. ! Mr. RELIVE, from the Committee = whe 
Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, || Ignds, to which was referred the bill to esta lish 
Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Buttington, Burt, William | a new land districtin the northern part of Michi- 


W. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, an and for other purposes, reported an amenda- % a4 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, 8 Ag. c to the Committee gts 


Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, De Mott, Dilling- || tory bill; which was committ 


Mr. SPEIGHT called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered, and pial thus—yeas 24, 
nays 23. 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 20, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced, as the business 
first in‘order, the unfinished business of yesterday, 
viz: the resolution reported by Mr. C. J. Inerr- 
Sout, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 
print five thousand extra copies of the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the last session 
of Congress upon the war with Mexico. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, made a personal explana- 
tion in reference to a report in the Union. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported by Mr. C. J. Incersout, to 
print five thousand extra copies of the report of the 


eZ ’ ‘ . . . . ant r ; + 

the aaa tienen ” rene fiat, "‘giias Be Holmes, ‘Jonn W. ‘aan, Seana Bs Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. ¥ 
Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL moved the pre- ne Salen re So ag ng an oe Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on “4 

vious question; which was seconded, and the main || wou Jonn A. Rockwell, Seanau, Truman Smith, Strohm, || the Public Lands, to which was referred the bill 4% 


question ordered to be pu viz: Will the House 
agree to the resolution? ‘The vote was Seen 
yeas and nays, and decided as follows: yeas 103, 
nays 78. 

So the resolution was agreed to 


_ Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote agree- || Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Elec The said bill was then read a third time and a 
ing to the resolution, and asked the previous ques- '' tions, reported the following resolution: passed. - i 


rcpt cern sense pene 


ham, Douglass, Dromgoole 
Edwin H. E 


Giles, Gordun, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harinai- 
son, Hastings, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. 
Houston, Hungerford, James B. Huut, Hunter, Charles J. 
Ingersvil, Joseph R. Lngersoll, Jenkins, James it. Jonson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Jonson, George W. Jones, Sea- 
born Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake, L+ filer, 


McGaughey, McKay, Join P. Martun, Barkley Martin, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Parris, Payne, Perrill, Perry, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Rathbun, Reid, Reife, Ritter, 
Roberts, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Starkweather, 
St. John, ‘Thomasson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Wick, Witliams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, 
Woodworth, Young, and Yost—156. 

: NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Cranston, 





—— Thompson, Vance, Vinton, Winthrop, and 


Wood 
So the bill was passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| 
j 


_and being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 





| 


Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdmau, | Of the Whole House. 
wing, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, || 


Mr. R., from the same committee, reported a 


|| bill authorizing the city of Dubuque, in lowa, to 
||‘preémpt certain islands in the Mississippi river, 


/near the said city of Dubuque; which bill was 


|| twice read, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 


| j th yi 
Leib, La Sere, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, McCiean, Me- | third time 


Cielland, MeClernand, McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, | ’ , 
|| a third time. 


The bill being engrossed, was accordingly read 
The question recurred on the passage of the bill, 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. RELFE presented the memorial of the 


| Legislature of the State of Missouri, in favor of 


the passage of a bill now pending before Congress 


| for reclaiming inundated lands in the State of Mis- 


souri and Arkansas; which was committed to the 


from the Senate entitled “An act’ declaring the 
assent of Congress to certain States to impose a 
tax on all lands hereafter sold by the United States 
therein, from and after the day of such sale,” re- 
ported the same without amendment. 


ee 
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On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the Com- } on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill maki 





consideration of the memorial of ** the Protestant || between the United States and foreign nations. 

University of the United States’ in the State of || The-bill was twice read, and committed. 

Ohio, and it was laid on the table, 
Mr. BLANCHARD, from the Committee on || bill was made the special order for the first Mon- 

Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the || dav in February next. 

heirs of Archibald Laughrey, deceased. ; 
The bill was read and committed. 


tee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill || the same back to the House with an amendatory 
further to extend the charter of the Union Bank of || bill. The bill was twice read, and committed. 


Georgetown, in the District of Columbia; which | Mr. D., from the same committee, reported the 
bill was read twice and committed. 


Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the || to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof: 
Judiciary, reported a bill to establish a courtat Key || Resolved, That the second Tuesday, Wednesday, 
West, in the State of Florida; which was twice read | and Thursday, in February, be set apart for the 
and committed, | consideration of Territorial business. 


Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the Committee || -Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Rev- 


on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of || olutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the | 
John P. Skinner and the legal representatives of || cases of Jane DeGraff, widow of Lieutenant Mi- |) 


Isanc Green, deceased; which bill was twice read || chael DeGraff, and of the heirs of Thomas Reed, 


and committed. | deceased; which were laid on the table. 


Mr. GRIDER, from the Committee on Revolu- || Mr. BRODHEAD, from the same committee, 
tionary Clainvs, ™ 


Nancy Haggard, ¢ 
which bill was twice read and committed. and committed. 

Mr. GRIDER, on behalf of the minority of the Mr. B., from the same committee, to whom had 
same committee, made a report on the claims of || been referred the bill providing compensation to 
George Brent, deceased, accompanied by a bill. | pension agents, reported the same ok to the 

The bill was read twice and committed. } 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims was dischar- 
ged from the consideration of the petition of citi- \ . ‘ | , 
zens of Livingston county, New York, for interest || heirs of John Ferguson, of Ada Smith, widow of 
on commutation pay to Major Moses Van Campen, ames Smith, and of Hannah Stevenson, widow 
and the petition was laid on the table. | of Frederick P. Stevenson; which reports were laid 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee*on Public | — — IE s 
Expenditures, reported the following resolution, : {r. CROZIER, from the a Tae made 
which wae rind. and nevéed to: adverse reports on the petitions of Elizabeth Paine, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the several | and Katrina Mickle, widow of George Mickle, de- 
De; artments be, and they are hereby, required to ceased ; which eo laid on the table. 3 
furnish the Committee on Public Expenditures Mr. TRUMBO, from the same committee, made 
such accounts, items of accounts, and information , 
as the said committee may deem necessary to enable || which was lad on the salsle. 
them to discharge their duties in conformity to the R at SMITH . Sod 
sai of teada Tinea’ oads and Camals, reported a bill to provide for the 


pass. The bill was committed. 
Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 


ee ‘ ? || improvement of the Mississippi and other rivers. || 
Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private | P PP 


| Read and committed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH proposed to amend the 

_ bill reported by his colleague (Mr. Smrra] for im- 
|| proving certain rivers, by adding— 

For improving the Illinois river, in the State of 

Illinois, $100,000. 


Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Fred- 
erick Durrine; which was twice read, and com- 
mitted, 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was discharged from the 
consideration of the petition of citizens of Dover, 
New Hampshire, asking Congress to terminate 
the war with Mexico; and the petition was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the 
settlement of the claims of the State of New Hamp- 
shire against the United States, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. The bill 
was read twice, and committed. ee 


Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval lved, That House bill ; 
Adisies, copamed: 0 bih:-Gor--tee edliat ated cio te ee a eee 


anaes ac dellt teen tentecaaiel d stted the State of Illinois a right of way through the 
araves, eb ‘ ce read, and committed. blic lands of the United State 
Mr, JAMES THOMPOOIM; dette dibereals- | Sore as te kee ne 
tee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief 
of Stephen Champlin. ‘The bill was twice read, | 
and committed, , 
Mr. THOMAS B. KING, from the Committee | Alabama; and 
on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of || po get area a 
Joseph Bryan. The bill was read twice, and com- | 
mitted. 1 


New York, $100,000. 
For improving the St. Clair Flats, in the river 
St. Clair, in the State of Michigan, $100,000. 
Mr. W. asked that his amendment be printed 
with tbe bill. 
The amendment was committed, and ordered to 
| be printed. 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH, from the same com- 
| mittee, reported the following resolution: 


|| tive to the construction of a railroad leading from 


} | No. 205, granting lands 
to the States of Ohio, inisana, Illinois, and Mis- 


Mr. K., from the same committee, reported a bill | 


for the relief of James Jones; which bill was twice | 
read, 


"Mr. SEAMAN asked that the bill be put upon || tiitdisposed of tes vom Say to day 
lis passage. { 


Pro ‘ , stion was put on agreeing t - 
Me. HOPING moved to commit the hill... ganna a eee teden a ae ee 


‘ , 9 s | tion; and it was decided in the negative. So the 
The question was put on committing the bill to resolution was rejected. 


a Commiitee of the Whole, and rejected. | Mr. McDANIEL, from the Committee on Roads 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and || and Canals, to which had been referred the bill to 
read a third time. ' authorize the Secretary of War to direct a compe- 
Phe bill, being engrossed, was accordingly read | tent officer of the engineer corps to make certain 


a third time, and passed. reconnoissances therein named, reported the same 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Naval | back to the House without amendment. 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary 


of the Navy to cause experiments to be made to 
test the efficient properties of a liquid fire discov- || 
ered by Uriah Brown, The bill was twice read, | table; which motion was agreed to. 


and committed, _ | Mr, SEDDON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee '! diciary, reported a bill to refund to the heirs of 


upon its passage. 


purposes, to aid in the construction of the North- | 
ern Cross Railroad; also House bill No. 69, rela- | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





as 1 ’ _ || ritories, to which was referred the bill establishing | counts, re 
Mr. JOHN G. CHAPMAN, from the Commit- || the Territorial government of Minesota, reported || Was agreed to: 


| 


} 
| 
i 


| 
| 


j 


} 
| 
' 


vorted a bill for the relief of || reported a bill making compensation to pension || 
aughter of William Grimes; || agents for their services. The bill was twice read, 


1} 


Iouse, with the recommendation that it do not | 


made adverse reports upon the petitions of the | 


| 


an adverse report on the petition of Polly Thomas; | 


om the Committee on | 


\ 


For improving the Hudson river, in the State of | 


Been Jan. 20), 


eemener parnrenemammanns nana 
or ng further } Thomas Cooper a fine imposed under the sedition 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the || pases for the expenses attending the intercourse i la 


| on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the re. 
On motion of Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, the said || lief of the widow and heirs of Frangois Gramil- 
| lion, deceased. The bill was read twice and com. 


w. The bill was twice read, and committed, 
Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, from the Cominittee 


\| mitted. 
Mr. DOUGLASS, from the Committee on Ter- | 


Mr. D. P. KING, from the Committee on Ac. 
rted the following resolution, which 


Resolved, That the envelopes and wrapping- 
(except that used in the folding-room) a 
| furnished members of the House, be charged to 


|, following resolution, which was read and agreed their respective stationery accounts at the original 


cost. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Joint Committee 

on the Library, reported a bill authorizing the pur- 
_chase and publication of the papers and many- 
_ scripts of the late Thomas Jefferson. The bill was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of John 
‘and Charles Bruce; which wes read a first and 
_ second time. 

Mr. HENLEY moved that the joint resolution 
be engrossed and read a third time. 
| And the question being put, it was decided jn 
| the affirmative. 

The resolution being engrossed, was according. 

‘ly read a third time and passed. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill for the reliefof Calvin Emmons. The 
ill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the same committee, re- 

_ ported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill No. 442, in addition to 
an amendment of the several acts to promote the’ 
progress of the useful arts, be made the special 
| order of the day for the second Monday of Febru- 
| ary next, at two o’clock, p. m. 

The resolution being read, the question on agree- 
_ ing to the same was taken by yeas and nays, and 
there were in favor of it 91, against it 66. So the 
resolution was not agreed to, two-thirds not voting 
thereof in favor thereof. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 

_ itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HENLEY moved that the rules be sus- 
| pended for the purpose of enabling the few remain- 
| ing committees to report. 

The question was put on the motion to suspend, 

and it was decided in the negative. So the motion 

to suspend the rules was rejected. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


, The House resolved itself into Committec of the 
| Whole, (Mr. Coss in the chair,) and took up the 


| bill making appropriations for current and contin- 


gent expenses of the Indian department, &c. 


|| The committee immediately rose, and the chair- 


_ man reported the bill to the House. 


|, The question was then put, Shall the bill be en- 


i 
| 
| 


} 
} 


Jackson, through Brandon, to the western bound- || 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
; 
} 
{ 


} 


j 


Mr. McDANIEL asked that the bill be put | 


| 
| 


_ grossed and read a third time? 


| Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON moved the pre- 


_ vious question, which was seconded, and the main 
question ordered to be put, viz: Shall the bill be 
engrossed and read a third time? and it was deci- 

ded in the affirmative. 

The bill being engrossed, was accordingly read 

_a third time. 

| ‘The question then recurred, Shall the bill pass? 

| Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous question, 

| which was seconded, and the main question order- 


_ souri, for completing the Cumberland road in said |) ed to be ee viz: Shall the bill pass? and it was 
| States, be made the special order of the day for || decided in the affirmative. 

| Monday, the Ist of February next; and that they || 
| be taken up in the order in which they stand on |. for concurrence. 


So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate 


+ 


THE CONSULAR SYSTEM. 


| Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL, from the,select com- 
| mittee to whom was referred the letter of the Sec- 
| retary of State on the revision of the consular sys- 
| tem of the United States, reported bills to revise the 
| consular system of the United States, and to carry 
_into effect certain provisions in the treaties be- 

tween the United States and China and the Sub- 
| lime Porte; which bills were reed twice, and com- 


mitted. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House again 


Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay the bill on the | resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 


Fickum in the chair,) and proceeded to the con- 


sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1848. 
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219 
Mr. CULVER moved to strike out the follow- | Ington. Such, sir, was my allusion, and such only. || tion; which was consideredy by unanimous con- 
ing item of the bill, viz: ** For pay of commission, | Then, Mr. Chairman, as to the gentleman’s ‘‘sup- || sent; and agreed to: 
warrant, and petty officers and seamen, including | posed . case of “bribery,” I will say, if he alludes | Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
the engineer corps of the navy, $3,292,806.’ _ || to me in that insinuation, his insinuation is false || and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
Mr. CULVER then addressed the committee in || from beginning to end. I deny it broadly and | expediency of establishing a post-route from Little 
a lengthened speech, embracing a great variety of | flatly in every shape. I know nothing to what || Rock, Arkansas, to Richwood, lzard county, via 
topics—the charge of “ federalism,” which he re- | the member alludes—nothing of the kind ever || Alexander Murphy’s, Theodore Goodlow’s, and 
torted on sundry prominent members of the Demo- || occurred to my knowledge. Te, by his “supposed | Kinderhook post office. 
cratic party, the war, the finances, the State debts, || case,’’ he alludes to some other member, | have 











-_——— IS SAAS SOE poe peion  ————E—Ee_eeeeeeeeeee - ————— 


and the course of an honorable member from Ohio, || nothing to say; but I repeat, if his allusion was to : SILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 
Mr. Sawrer.] In the course of his remarks, | me, I pronounce it not only false, but cowardly The following bills were received from the 


Mr.C. alluded to the State of Mississippias having | false; as being an insinuation rather than an open | House of Representatives, with a message, by its 
repudiated its debts; which called up manly charge. Such a thing never entered my || Clerk: 
Mr. ROBERTS, who remarked, that if the gen- || head. I would not ‘‘bribe’’ any man were I able A bill to amend and continue in force the act to 





tleman intimated that the State of Mississippi had | to do so, nor could I be hired to do such a deed, | incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 

repudiated, he had made a false statement. | either for love, money, or sausages. ington; which was read twice and referred to the 
Mr. CULVER replied, that he meant to say | The committee rose, and the chairman reported |, Committee for the District of Columbia, 

that the Governor of that State had repudiated. progress. A bill authorizing the city of Dubuque, in Iowa, 
Mr. SAWYER said that he could not conde- | The House then adjourned. to preémpt certain islands in the river Mississippi, 

scend to answer the tirade of the member from | near the said city of Dubuque; which was read 

New York. He had several reasons for it. First, | i i twice and referred to the Committee on Public 

there was not substance enough to form a tangible | IN SENATE. Lands. 

»oint—there was no substance in a ** bag of wind.” | * Tuurspay, January 21, 1847. A bill making appropriations for the current and 

Ve (Mr. S.) would relate an anecdote which hap- | The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. contingent expenses of the Indian Department, 


ened in the New York Legislature to a member ; AD ar ea 
that body—perhaps the member will recollect || Mr. EVANS presented a petition of citizens of 
it. The speech just heard reminded him of it. A | Eastport, Maine, praying that the war with Mex- 
‘ember of that body was making a speech, such || © My be brought to a speed y close; which was 
_ had just heard. H fr ly || referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
an one as we had just eard. fie was requently || Mr. EVANS al = sd 5 tl 
calling for the page to bring him water to keep up ||). r. WV AWNS also presented a petition of the re- 
mae wind. A member arose to a question of order, | ligious anti-slavery convention of Maine, praying 


that hostiliti gt pee listel | Charles Bruce. 
ras, by the Speaker, asked to reduce his point ||“! 2084ites with ivlexico may immediately || PRIVATE BILLS. 
eee : otha He said the point aot | cease; which was referred to the Comimnittee on RIVATE BILLS 
g. 


: . : | Foreign Relations | Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee of Claims 

, rules, it was right for a “‘wind- or. . ‘ , : é ’ 

ee and Mr. ed that ||, Mr. CORWIN presented a preamble and reso- | reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of the late 
she Chair decided seek the ‘* wind-mill? was out || lution passed by the Legislature of Ohio, accom- Robert Duvall. 


| &e., for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1848; 
which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of James Jones, of the city 
of Brooklyn, Long Is!and. 
A joint resolution for the relief of John and 


oforder. Mr.S. said he was charged by the mem- || Panied by a remonstrance signed by members of | The following bills — been engrossed, were 
ber from New York with having voted on both || ‘he said Legislature; and a petition of citizens of read a third time and passed, viz: 

sides of the river and harbor bill, and that act was | Ohio, against the division of that State into two An ~ fer the relief of William B. Keene; 

set down as subserviency to the Executive. I || judicial districts; which was referred to the Com- || An act for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
said Mr. 8.) did vote on both sides of the bill; | mittee on the Judiciary. _ Crocker Sampson, deceased ; 

_ what were the circumstances under which ||_, Mr. DIX presented two petitions of citizens of || An act forthe relief of Richard S, Coxe; and 
these two votes were given? He had voted for the 1 the city of New York, praying the reéstablish- An act for the relief of Julius Eldred, Elisha 


bill in the House, where it passed before there was |) Ment of the branch post office in Chatham Square, | Eldred, and Francis E. Eldred, for expenses and 
any war: We had $10,000,000 surplus money in || in that city; which was referred to the Commitiee || Services in removing the copper rock from Lake 
“Als ’ ’ | / 


. . } : iS ior. 
the treasury when it passed; it was sent to the mo porn 206 Post mente: Se es 
Senate, and passed there after about two months; || Rs he District PCalant ee he Sc PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON, 
was sent to the President, and by him vetoed; it ents in the District of Columbia, praying the legis- 


. . ‘| lation of Congress to prevent the employment of 

n came back to the House with the President’s | :  heae I my ren ; . 

soeetiens He then voted to sustain the veto; | CMvict labor in the construction of the Saildinge of the public lands in the territory of Oregon, and 
. ° , 


seed cienis achdiladteienabiadidien heen dictate dient of the Smithsonian Institution. to grant donation rights to settlers therein, having 
ri , 


it passed the House to its return, we had deliber- || Mr. C., on presenting this petition, said that the || been engrossed, the Ware upon its passage was, 


t na a Scechtalheiees | on motion by Mr. WESTCOTT postponed until 
ately voted that war existed between the United | memorialists were under an impression that the Saeco 


State en, e battles of Palo Alto and | Board of Regents intended to use in the erection ; 
rm ee been foucht. We had | °f these buildings marble from Sing Sing, pre- || INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 
ght. 


authorized the President to call for 50,000 volun- || pared by the convicts in that State prison. It was The following resolution, submitted on Monday 
teers; had appropriated not only the $10,000,000, | perfectly natural, therefore, that they should take || last by Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, came up for 
but had authorized a loan, for the purpose of carry- | the alarm. But he was glad to find, on inquiry of || consideration: 


The bill to create the office of Surveyor General 


ing on the war. He thought it no time to be ma- | the Board of Regents, that no such design was |! Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
king harbors and clearing out rivers. He thought, |) contemplated. || report to the Senate: 
and so voted, that all the energies of the nation || The memorial was then referred to the Board of || First, whether “any funds of the Government, 


| Regents. || and if any, whatamount, have been remitted from 
| the Atlantic States to New Orleans, or to the dis- 
bursigg officers of the American army in Mexico, 
since tife lst September last, and, if remitted, in 


ought to be put forth to sustain the honor of our 
country. He had no apology to make to the mem- ® Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial of L. Mar- | 
ber from New York, nor to anybody else, for the || chand, praying indemnity for French spoliations 
votes he then gave: his constituents had passed || prior to 1800; which was referred to the select | 
upon that subject. But (said Mr. 8.) 1 have an || committee on that subject. what funds remitted—whether in gold and silver 
insuperable objection to.the member himself, if all || Mr. ARCHER presented two petitions of citi- | coin, treasury notes, bank notes, or bank checks, 
reports be true; and he believed what he was now || zens of Lewis county, Virginia, praying an in- | and if in whole or in part remitted in gold and sil- 
about to relate was true. He (Mr. S.) was credi- || crease of the pay of the non-commissioned officers || ver, what has been the expense to the Government 
bly informed, that the member who had just issued || and soldiers of the army and a grant of bounty || of each of such remittances. 
his tirade of filth against almost every prominent || land to such as shall serve to the end of the war | Second, that he also report to the Senate wheth- 
member of the Democratic party, was guilty of an || with Mexico; which was referred to the Commit- | er, in his opinion, the act of 1846, entitled “An 
attempt to bribe—— | tee on Military Affairs. || act to provide for the better regulation of the treas- 
Here the CHAIR called Mr. S. to order for be- || Twenty-five petitions of citizens and female in- | ury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, 
ing personal. || habitants of Pennsylvania, praying the abolition || and disbursement of the public money,”’ is not cal- 
Mr. SAWYER said he did not desire to violate | of slavery in the United States, and one from citi- || culated to prevent or embarrass the Government 
any rule. But, suppose, Mr. Chairman, a person | zens of Ohio, praying the abolition of slavery in || in negotiating such a loan as will be required to 
in this House or out of it, had been guilty of try- || the District of Columbia, were presented by | carry on the existing war with Mexico; -and 
ing to bribe a person to enter a Masonic or Odd || Messrs. EVANS, HUNTINGTON, DIX, CIL- || whether it would not be to the interest of the Uni- 
Fellows’ Lodge of New York, for the purpose of || LEY, UPHAM, CORWIN, CAMERON, DAY- | ted States to repeal such law, or to suspend its 
being initiated into the mysteries of the order, and | TON, MILLER, WOODBRIDGE, and HAN- operation until the further order of Congress. 








then to reveal their secrets to him, that he might ] NEGAN; and the several motions to receive said | Mr. HUNTINGTON said he was very gind 


reveal them to the world by a publication? Sir, | petitions were laid upon the table. that the honorable Senator from Maryland 





could you—eould I condescend to debate a question | RESOLUTIONS. | called the attention of the Senate to the subject- 
on this floor with any such character? Mr. 8, | : eee ~ || matter of this resolution, for by this means they 
then moved that the committee rise. || . Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- || would probably have an opportunity to know 

Mr. CULVER then rose and said: I desire but || tion; which was considered, by unanimous con- || whether the facts in relation to this matter were 
& moment. to dispose of the gentleman’s attack; || 8°Mt, aud agreed to: || not such as would furnish a very- beautiful com- 


and first, as to the allegation that 1 intended by || Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- || mentary on the practical operation‘of this miserable 
the ‘pumpkin vine in an Ohio cornfield,” to allude || Structed to _ rE ~ ene and justice sacenany saa gg tame important that 
to any of his colleagues, is far from the fact. I || of paying to Samuel aoe » of Arkansas, | this information should be obtained, for it seemed, 
intended no such allusion; but I referred to the || One hundred and fifty see the amount ciaimed || fom the report made to Congress on the subject, 
seven-by-nine Democratic press of that State, in by him for services ren ered to the United States. || that this war, so far as iary means were con- 
connexion with the highest-keyed bugle at Wash- Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- || cerned, was to be carried on through the instru- 
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mentality of treasury notes and loans, pro 
they could be obtained. — He was anxious, there- | 
fore, to ascertain, if possible, from facts known to 
the departments, whether the effects of this sub- 


not only prevent the Government from obtaining 
loans, but at the same time whether it would place 
them in a condition to carry on the war even with 
treasury notes, until the time for the next meeting | 
of Congress. This, he supposed, was something 
like the object contemplated by the honorable Sen- 
ator in making his inquiry. ‘The Secretary of the 
‘Treasury had told the Senate, in a report made by 
him, that it was very doubtful whether he had a 
right to buy bills of exchange for transmission to 
the army in Mexico. Well, it was very evident 
that, under the sub-treasury system, he could not 
use bills of exchange unless he violated the pro- 
visions of the law, but he must remit specie, upon | 
which the Government would have to pay freight- 
age, insuranee, commission, &c., whilst, if he could 
buy bills of exchange from the banks or from indi- 
viduals, it could be done at a very trifling expense. 
He was desirous of obtaining the information 
sought for by his friend from Maryland; he would 
suggest to him, however, whether it would not be 
better to amend his resolution by striking out the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and addressing the in- || 
quiry to the President of the United States. He | 
did not now propose to enter into an examination 
of the subject of treasury notes; that question || 
would come up in another shape. It appeared, 
however, that they were to be the resort of the 
Government; that they were to be the medium 
through which funds were to be raised; and that 
these treasury notes were to become a circulating 
medium. But he would Jet all that pass for the 
present. He would be glad if his honorble friend 
would agree to strike out the second part of his 
resolution: that part which asked the Secretary 
what was his opinion regarding the operation of 
the sub-treasury act. He wished him to do this, 
because he was generally opposed to asking of the 
heads of departments what they thought as to the 
operation and effect of laws when that effect might 
be as well judged of by themselves. But in this 
case it seemed especially proper that the latter part 
of this inquiry should be erased, for they already 
knew, by the Secretary’s own report, as well as 
by the declaration of the President in his annual 
message, that it was not intended to modify the 
sub-treasury act in any of its essential princi- 
les. 

The President told them that the Secretary of 
the Treasury would communicate some modifica- | 
tion of the law, not varying the principle, but the || 
details only; and the Secretary, in his report on || 
finance, at the opening of the session, asked them 
to provide ways and means for furnishing salaries 
for the officers who were to carry into effect the | 
sub-treasury law. But there was no intimation of | 
an intention to repeal, or in any manner to change |! 
the specie clause of thatact. All that was required || 
was, that the Government should be ena to 


{ 


buy bills of exchange, while the business’of the || _ 
ing. 


Government was to be carried on upon a specie 
basis. He did not, therefore, desire to ask whether || 
the law should be altered, for they had been already 

told; the only inquiry necessary was as to the effect || 
of that law upon negotiating a loan. They were 

not asked to take out of the sub-treasury act the | 
provision which stood in the way of procuring | 
a loan, and it was his desire, therefore, to be in- || 


_ of the officer at the head of the financial depart- | 
| ment of the Government now in regard to the effect | 


| entertained at the time when he made his report 


| come up again? 


| the full pay and allowances of a major of dragoons 
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vided | act in operation as it now stood, a loan could not | were entitled to the allowance; and 


| be obtained, 


Senator from Connecticut. The purpose he had | 
in view in offering this resolution, was to ascertain 
| by the facts, first, whether the provisions of the 
sub-treasury act, as it was termed, had been ob- 
served, and the expense which had attended their 
observance; and, secondly, what was the opinion 


of that act upon the credit of the Government, and | 
whether that opinion differed from the opinion he 


to Congress. And he thought it was evident that | 
the whole object of the first part of his resolution | 
would be accomplished by confining his inquiry to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. He was perfectly 
willing, however, as the Senator from Connecticut 
desired it, that the second part should be with- | 
drawn. 

It was withdrawn accordingly. 


Mr. SPEIGHT called for the special order. || 
Mr. R. JOHNSON. When will that resolution | 


| 
| 





The VICE PRESIDENT. To-morrow. 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. SPEIGHT moved to proceed to the special 
order, which was agreed to; and the Senate re- 





| sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consid- | 
/ eration of the bill from the House to raise for a | 


limited time an additional military force, and for 
other purposes. I] 
The question pending was upon the amendment | 
of Mr. tLlanneGan, providing for the appointment | 
by the President of the United States, by and with | 
the advice and consent of the Senate, of a chap- | 
lain to each of the regiments, who should receive 
the pay and emoluments of a major of dragoons. | 
Mr. BERRIEN said he had understood the | 
Senator from Indiana to have accepted a modifica- | 
ion of his amendment, so as to make it the pay || 
and emoluments of a captain of cavalry. | 
Mr. HANNEGAN said he had done so with- || 
out having sufficient information on the subject. || 
He had to-day received from a proper source a || 
statement of the pay of a captain and a major. || 
Mr. H. then stated the various items which went || 
to make the aggregate of pay. Deducting the || 
items of horses, forage, and servants, for which a || 
chaplain would have no use, the pay of a major of || 
dragoons would only give avout $1100. He pro- || 
posed, therefore, that his amendment should retain || 
that form. 
Mr. BERRIEN. Did he understand the Sena- 
tor from Indiana as stating that he intended to give 


to the chaplain? He desired to be informed || 
whether the allowances fur horses, forage, and |) 
servants, would not be given, if the horses and sere || 
vanis were not kept? Was this the understanding’ 
of the Senator from Indiana? \} 
Mr. HANNEGAN. Such is my understand- || 


Mr. BERRIEN expressed a wish to be inform- |, 
ed on this point by some one who was acquainted || 
with the fuct. 
Mr. DIX. The Senator from Indiana wished || 
to know what were the pay and emoluments of a 
major of dragoons. He (Mr. D.) had stated to | 
him that it was about $2100. He thought that was | 





if they hag 


| horses, they stood the officers in more . 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he had no | ae ore than eight 


| objection to adopt the suggestions of the honorable | 
treasury Jaw were such as would, if persisted in, | 


dollars per month. Sometimes they die; and the 
officer cannot draw the allowance unless he ha. 
the horses. So it is with servants. On the whole 
the compensation put less in the pocket of the of. 


| cer than the expense of keeping the horses, 


Mr. SEVIER had no wish to delay the bil! 
He regretted that the bounty land clause had been 


| introduced. And he regretted that this amendmen; 


was offered. As to the employment of chaplains 
he had some doubt of its expediency. He would 
ask the Senator from New York how many were 
employed during the last war? 

Mr. DIX said he had not the Army Register of 
that period at hand. But he believed that author. 
ity was given to the President to appoint one for 
each brigade. He understood that seven were 


| appointed. The compensation allowed them was 


that of a major of infantry. 

Mr. BERRIEN. What is the amount? 

Mr. DIX. He supposed about fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

Mr. SEVIER said, should this amendment be 
adopted, he supposed it would embrace all the 
troops in service. How many would this amount 
to? He supposed fifty. (A voice—*fifty-two!”| 
Fifty-two, and the pay for these would increase 
the expenditure seventy-five thousand dollars, 
What are we going to make this great expenditure 
for? Had it not been charged, from high authority, 
that this war is a war of races—of religion? And 
were we to send a supply of Protestant ministers to 
the army to give a sanction to that calumny? 
The number employed in the last war were found 
to be amply sufficient. What had the chaplain to 
do? Was he to preach to the troops every Sab- 
bath, and hold morning and evening prayers, in 
all circumstances, and at all times? Was this to 
constitute his regular and invariable duty? He 
would call on Senators to reflect on the impracti- 
cability of carrying this out in the presence of an 
enemy, and daring the march of troops. As for 
himself, he had no particular church. But he had 
been brought up in the Methodist church, which 
went for good works. So did he—in theory! [A 
laugh. ] ell, his minister preached every Sab- 
bath, and prayed morning and night for a hun- 
dred dollars a year. If married, he was allowed 
two hundred dollars. He would agree to supply 
the whole army with chaplains from his own State 
at two hundred dollars a year. [A laugh.] Where 
the supply was so abundant, he saw no necessity 
for extravagant pay. The whole amendment 
seemed to him to be a useless expenditure of 
money. The Constitution declared that Congress 
should not interfere in matters of religion, and 
would they now go to legislating as to which de- 
nomination the chaplains should be selected from? 
Some of the soldiers believed in one sect, some in 
another. Would they compel any of them to 


\ hear sermons when they did not believe a word of 
Pthem? He would have each regiment appoint 


their own chaplains. He had heard of a sect 


| which turned out the best sort of democrats and 
_ the best soldiers, and they fought for nothing and 


preached for nothing. He had known a minister 
who preached the year round and never got a sin- 
gle cent. That was the practice in the pure days 
of the Church. Her ministers lived up to this 
standard ef doctrine. Should this war go on, the 
expenditures would be burdensome enough., He 
should feel it to be his duty to reduce them to the 


formed how, without removing that obstacle, a |, avout the amount. In reply to the question of the | Jowest point. He would, therefore, move to pay 


loan was to be procured. The reason, then, why || 
he wished his friend from Maryland to erase this || 
part of his inquiry was this, that everybody who | 
was ‘at all conversant with the business of the | 
country knew that, with the sub-treasury act in 
operation, it was impossible for the Government || 
to obtain aloan. He did not wish to delay the 
orders of the day for the purpose of enlarging upon | 
these topics. A more suitable opportunity would 
be afforded hereafter; and he would only add, that 
as the honorable Senator proposed entering upon 
this inquiry, he could have wished that it had been 
extended, by calling on other heads of departments 
in addition to the President in reference to the first 
part of the inquify; for he believed the transmis- 
sion of fands had not been the act of the Secretar 
of the Treasury, but of the Secretary of War. As 
to the latter part of the inquiry, however, they all 
knew, that whatever the opinion of the Secretary | 
of the Treasury might be, with the sub-treasury 


i 


| * captain.’” 


Senator from Georgia, the horses and servants 
must be kept, or pay is not allowed for them. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the amendment | 
was read. | 

Mr. BAGBY moved to amend the amendment, || 
by striking out the word “ major,” and inserting 

He wished to have chaplains ap- | 
pointed, but he was not disposed to pay them ex- 
travagantly. 

Mr. BREESE read from the Army Register a 
statement of the pay and allowances of a major and 
a captain of cavalry; also from the Navy ister 
the pay of a chaplain of the navy. 

Mr. CASS stated that as he understood the || 
practice, horses were only paid for when actually || 
kept. And when quarters and fuel were found by |) 
the Government, no allowance was made for them. | 
This was the ease when officers were at home. | 





But when they were in the field, living in tents, | ator from Arkansas. That 
| Government found them no quarters, and they || him as belonging to the Baptist persuasion, and as 


| these chaplains a lower salary, and let the regt- 


ments choose their own chaplains. But he would 
not consent that a chaplain should be brought 
from Rhode Island to preach to the Arkansas 
troops, or a chaplain from Vermont to preach to 
the Kentucky troops. He thought this should 
not be. If chaplains must be had, let the regi- 
ments appoint their own. Let them select men 
they know, who will understand when it is their 
duty to preach, and when the troops will be able 
and disposed to listen. The battle of New Or- 
leans was fought on Sunday. Would we have 
had a chaplain step forward, as the troops were 


moving to the fight, and stop the whole army, in 


order to hear him ? He moved to reduce 
the pay to five hundred dollars and one ration. 

r. SIMMONS supposed the question of com- 

sation was not the main or with the Sen- 

r had aliuded to 
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he had done so he would say that the Baptists of || chaplains'were allowed to the navy. Experience, 


his State had always ef an enviable reputa- | 


tion for tolerance. [Mr. Servier: So they have 


|| with them in the army. 
in mine.) He never heard the Baptists object to || the question. 


however, had shown the expediency of dispensing 
Experience should decide 
Sut some ten or a dozen years ago 


hearing the preachers of other denominations. |) he had brought in a va for the appoint- 


Such objection generally came from those who had | 
no piety at all. They were the most sensitively 
alive to the rights of conscience. But with the 
jjous of all denominations—with the good men 
amongst them, there was none of this intolerance 
towards other denominations. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he was not disposed to 
squabble about the compensation to be allowed to 
these officers. He had committed to paper an ad- 
ditional clause to insert in his proposition, (but he | 
should now destroy it,) to give the pay and emol- 
uments of a major of dragoons, with the exception 
that they be allowed but one servant and one horse. 
The question of compensation dwindled to nothing | 
before the great question which then occupied their 
attention. 

Gentlemen might treat this subject lightly, and 
they might feel lightly, sitting there in health and 
security, conscious for the moment that there was 
no impending danger near—no pestilence or dis- 
ease hovering around them, and no hostile musket 
directed against them. It was human nature to | 


jook at the consolations of religion as trifling till | 


the approach of some serious moment. Then the 
stoutest and the bravest of them, if they had time 
for reflection, loved to reflect on these things. He | 
did not want to send chaplains to Mexico who 
would go from a love of lucre. Heaven forbid ! 
He only wanted to send those who would go with- 
out purse and without serip—who would go for the 
sole motive of affording needed consolation te the 
sick, the wounded, and the dying soldier. he | 
Senator from Arkansas knew well the character of | 
those men who had gone to the field of strife from 
his own State—he knew the character of those 
who had gone from other States; and he (Mr. H.) 
hazarded the assertion, in all that host—in all that 
array—that there were not five at that hour—not 
five out of twenty thousand volunteers, who were 
not taught by their mothers, when boys, upon their 
knees, to say their prayers. And he hazarded the 
assertion, that there was not one who did not re- 
member it, What was a pecuniary consideration, | 
when it was proposed to afford the consolations of 
religion to such men in their last and trying hours? | 
He had said yesterday—and he regretted to repeat 

it—that scenes of the most disgraceful and desperate 

character had transpired in the midst of the army. 

Yes, murders, assassinations, ravishments, had | 
stained the arms of their country. He spoke on | 
the authority of Commodore Perry, who recently 

assed through this city: in all the Gulf squadron— 


| asked and the House had 
| had lain here for two weeks. 


ment of a limited number of post chaplains in our | 


| army. There were fourteen of them so introduced, 


who discharged the duty of teachers of the chil- 
dren at the military posts, and had thus been found 
very useful, and of essential advantage. 

But where were they, and what were they 
doing? They had an application from the Presi- 
dent for additions to the army. The President 
assed the bill, which 
Why had it been 
delayed? ‘The trouble was, that extraneous mat- 
ter had been introduced into the bill. The Presi- 
dent asked for bread, and they were giving him a 
stone—a stone heavy enough to sink him. It was 
a millstone which would sink fifteen millions of 
dollars. But he would make one more attempt to 
expedite this business. He should, therefore, op- 
pose the proposition, and would move that the bill 


be recommitted to the committee with instructions | 


to strike out everything which did not relate to the 
raising and the military organization of the ten 
regiments proposed to be raised. On that question 
he asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON inquired if the Senator from 


Missouri included in his motion bounty land in | 


every form? 


Mr. BENTON. Precisely, sir. But let it be 


| understood that | have introduced a bill, which 


now lies on the table, to accomplish that object. 
The House, too, is oceupied with a similar propo- 


sition, and yet the army bill was to be borne down 


and clogged with such propositions, 
Mr. ATCHISON said he could not vote for the 
motion made by his colleague, for the reason that 


| he was opposed to the bill as it was reported from 
_ the Committee on Military Affairs, and to vote for 
| this motion would be virtually to vote for that bill. 


He was opposed to this increase of the regular 
army of the United States, not only of ten regi- 


| ments, but of even one regiment. He had not heard 





ie blushed to say it—there wae not a single chap- 
lain. The same individual declared that not one 
officer tended so much to preserve order and sub- 
ordination as a chaplain. It was a national shame 
for them—professing to be a Christian nation— 
to send forth their armies and navies unattended 
by chaplains. He asked chaplains for those sol- | 
diers, as he would have thanked an 
him, had he been in the soldier’s place. 





man to do for || cations of the persons they recommend. 


any argument or anything to show why volunteer 
soldiers were not as efficient as the regular sol- 
diers, who enlisted for the war. 
to this increase of the regular army, although by | 


| the terms of this bill these regiments were to be | 
| disbanded at the end of the war, because he did | 


not believe, constituted as Congress was, that it 
could be done. He had arrived at this conclusion 
both from what he saw and heard. The army of 
the United States, small as it now is, has an undue 
influence on the legislation of the country, so far 
as that army is conerned, Then by this increase 


of regiments they would increase the officers by || 


four hundred, and those officers of course are to 
be appointed by the President of the United States. 
Well, and how are appointments usually made? 
By the recommendation of members of Congress; 
and they do not confine themselves to the qualifi- 

i The first 
object is to get relations—sons, nephews, cousins, 


Mr. H. knew that a proposition of this kind— || and friends of members of Congress, appointed to 


and therefore it was that he had hesitated to offer || these offices. 


demagoguism; but he assured the Senate that his 


it—was likely to expose him to the charge of | 
motives were not liable to auch an imputation. || 


a year if single, and 
Senator had omitted to say that those 
were supported by their 
80 call th 
food for their preachers and their families, and 
almost everything else that they required. But || 
the question of expense—the amount of compen- 
sation—had nothing to do with this great question. 
And so far as doctrines were concerned, he believed 
that the Bible had but one great doctrine. It con- 
tained but the great doctrine of the existence of 
a Supreme Being, who sent his Son on earth to 
redeem mankind. It contained nothing else. As 
to controversial theology—as to the idea of sending 
controversialists, whether Baptists, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, or Mormons—no one ever dreamed 
of such a thing but the Senator from Arkiunsas 
himself. All Ec desired was that they should send 
preachers of the one great doctrine of the Bible. 
Nothing else. 

Mr. BENTON was very sure of the fact that 


ishioners—if he might |, 


em—who contributed every mouthful of | vaised, ample reasons would afterwards be found | 


And what is done here is done, he 
supposed, in all governments. It is done here in 
both army and navy. This, then, was the first 
thing done. 


i 


He was opposed | 


j 
| 
| 
i 
i} 


i 
i 


| 
} 


ply and support the chaplains. 
ih 
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The PRESIDENT said that would undoubtedly 
be so. 
Mr. ALLEN. That being the case, unless they 





| could have a unanimous vote on the motion, they 


should be but performing one more round of the 
circle, and they should come here to-morrow, and 
be precisely where they were to-day, for then any 
Senator could rise, offer the same matter, produce 
the same difficulty, and subject the Senate to the 
same embarrassment. 

Mr. BENTON withdrew his motion. 

The question again recurred on the motion of the 
Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Bagpry.) 

Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested that a blank 
should be left in the amendment for the sum, 
which would enable Senators each to make propo- 
sitions, and they could vote on all, beginning with 
the largest amount. 

Mr. BAGBY, to obviate all difficulty, agreed to 
strike out from his amendment the words * major 
of dragoons,”’ so as to leave not only the sum 
blank, but the mode of computing it. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved to insert “ five hun- 
dred dollars a year, payable quarterly, and one 
ration.”’ 

A Senator: And a horse. ] 

Mr. SEVIER. How much will thatbe? Well, 
I will give him a horse. 

Mr. CASS suggested that the remuneration 
should be the same as was now paid to chaplains 
at post; he thought the law called them teachers, 
and they were paid two hundred dollars. 

Mr. BENTON said he found twenty-two chap- 
lains were allowed in the navy. 

Mr. DAYTON hoped the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky [Mr. Carirrenpen] would 
prevail, and that the vote would be taken on the 
various propositions, beginning with the highest. 
He should desire to have the compensation fixed 
at the sum paid to chaplains in the navy, with for- 
age for a horse. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. 
a servant? 

Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. He did not think 
| it right in them to ask a chaplain to go out on pay 
| less than the lowest commissioned officer in the 
| service; less, certainly, than a junior lieutenant in 

the service. Now, it seemed to him that it would 
deprive them, to some extent, of a certain class of 
men whose services were to be desired. He wish- 
ed adequate compensation to be paid, though not 
so much as would make the office a matter to ex- 


Will you not allow him 


cite the attention of the unworthy. He begged 


leave, therefore, in lieu of the amendment of the 
Senator from Arkansas, to suggest that these chap- 
lains should be paid the compensation that was al- 
lowed to chaplains in the navy, together with forage 
| for a horse and allowance for a servant. 
Mr. COLQUITT desired the army to be sup- 
| plied with pious ministers of the Gospel, who 
| should give consolation to the sick and the dying, 
' and instruction to all. The great difficulty in the 
| navy had been, that the office had been made one 
| to be sought after. Individuals had obtained it as 
| an easy situation, and not as conscientious servants 
of their Divine Master. 

Now, as the different churches desired to send 
| out their missionaries to the ends of the earth, he 


'| felt the very best course which they could adopt 
‘| would be for them to make an allowance of rations 
The qualifications of relations and | for chaplains, and then leave the churches to sup- 
The Senator from Arkansas had told them that || friends were pressed on the President of the Uni- 
preachers in his part of the country received $100 || ted States by members of Congress, and of course 
$200 if married. But that || they receive the appointments. Now he would | 
reachers || have this understood by all. 


They would then 
ave men more suitable to discharge the solemn 


duties of the office—not men who desired easy 
| situations, and went for emolument; but men who 


Well, the ten regiments are raised; and being || would go and preach to those between whom and 


There would be an en- 
larged frontier by the annexation of Texas. There | 
would also be the Territory of Oregon, as another | 
reason why a larger force should be retained. And 


for not disbanding them. 
if we acquired California, and all of Northern | 


Mexico, our frontier would be still further increas- 
ed, and thus the reasons would be deemed ample, 
For these, and other reasons, he was opposed to 
this motion. 

Mr. ALLEN objected to the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr, Benrow,] for many 
reasons. 
tee shall report back the bill, he was of opinion 
that it would be in order for any Senator to pro- 

se the sane matter as that which the committee 


lent, and likéwise any other amendment. 


might strike out, or matter that would be equiva- | 


He objected because, when the commit- | 


| eternity there was but a plank, as if they realized 
| the responsibility they incurred, He believed, also, 


that they would get better ministers by making the 
compensation at a low rate, as had been suggested 
by the gentleman from Arkansas. They would 
then have men who did not go for honor or emolu- 
ment, but from a love of the Redeemer’s cause and 
the souls of men. 

Mr. CRITTENDDWN said he hoped no time 


| would be lost on this question. He thought they 
| ought to lose no time on this question of emolu- 


ment. It was incumbert on them as a Christian 
people to provide the officers of rzligion, but he 
desired to give only just as much compensation as 
would secure the officers and afford no motive to 
seek the appointments but motives of piety alone. 

He could not imagine that it would be necessary 
to provide servants for these chaplains. The 
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preachers in his part of the country would feel very 
awkward—particularly the preachers of the Meth- 
odist Church—the circuit riders—to be accompa- 
nied with servants. They could not make them 
more unhappy than to furnish them with servants. 
They would ever find kind men to aid and relieve 
them without the appendage of a servant. Let 
them go naked and unarmed. But if rank and 
station were associated with the office, as was the 
case in relation to the chaplaina of the navy, they 
would make it an object of pursuit, which, in his 
opinion, would tend to its degradation. He was 
satisfied that $500 a year, with two rations, and 
forage for a horse, would be pe rfectly satisfactory. 

Mr. BERRIEN deemed it of primary import- 
ance that the highest legislative body in this great 
Christian nation should give, by the law passed 
on this oceasion, their sanction to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana. They should 
sanction the principle of it. “What was that prin- 
ciple? The Constitution forbade them from inter- 
fering with matters of religion. But had they, 
therefore, the right to send the soldiers beyond the | 
pale of religion? ‘That was the question presented 
to-day; and it became the solemn duty of Con- 
gress to provide for those soldiers. He had looked | 
at the duties of the chaplain in a different light 
from other gentlemen, ‘They had argued as though 
his chief prerogative was to preach. He believed 
that the most important duty of the chaplain would 
be to minister the consolation of religion to the sol- 
dier in his last moments. For the purpose of en- 
abling them to do this, they must place them in 
such circumstances that their personal wants would 
not harass them. But why should they distin- 
guish, in regard to compensation, between chap- 
lnins of the army and chaplains of the navy? It 
was not just. He hoped, therefore, that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas would not 
be adopted, but that the suggestion of his friend on 
his right would pass in its stead. 

Mr. SEVIER said they had been told with 
much solemnity that they should count the cost. 
Well, he had been struck with some astonishment 
at some remarks which had fallen from the Sena- 
tors from Indiana and Georgia, in regard to this 
subject. They speak as though our volunteers 
have no other means of obtaining religious con- 
solation, except from these chaplains. Now, he 
could speak of those who had gone from his own 
State, and he could assure Senators that there were 
as many Christians in that corps, in proportion to 
their numbers, as there were in the Senate, and 
they belonged to as many religions as did the mem- 
bers of the Senate. ‘They had preachers there. 
He knew that one of the officers from his State 
was a preacher; and he would tell the Senator 
from Georgia still farther—for he had been a back- 
woodsman for some time—that at this very hour, 
the Methodist preachers were preaching from the 
mouth of the Rio Grande to the most distant sta- 
tion we have got. If at this moment he could see 
a man from the Rio Grande, he would ask him 
the question, and he ventured to say, that the 
answer would confirm what he had said, The 
Methodist preachers go on with the army; they go 
to the stations, and preach every Sabbath. His 
own State adjoined the State of Texas, and he 
knew that, for many years back, they had had 
stations beyond the Nueces. Nay, wherever he 
had been—whether among the Indian tribes, or 
elsewhere—he had never yet found the country 
where he could not find Methodist preachers 

reaching the gospel of salvation. It was their 
abit, and they do not want large sums of money 
for doing it either. Itis not the treasures of this 
world that they seek. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] | 
desired to create offices that would be desirable, 
and that would be worthy to be sought after by 
the ambitious; and such scenes would be seen as 
were often seen in this Chamber—electioneering 
for chaplaincies. Not only electioneering for the 
office of Chaplain to the Senate, but in the navy 
also. Now, he desired to see men appointed 
whose motive was founded in religion—men who 
are not hypocrites in the matter—men who are in- 
fluenced by proper religious feeling; and to such 
men he would give a fair compensation for their 
services. But if there were none, we had officers 
amongst the volunteers who could read the Bible, 
and pray, and perform those services which were 
required to be * to the dyingand the dead. The 


men, then, were not destitute of religious instruc- ' 


_ from $500 to $1000. 
with the large sum. 


tion. There were in the army Christian men, as 
many, in proporuon to their numbers, as were 
found in the Senate; and yet they mast get up ‘‘a 
scene’’ here, as if the poor soldiers were as igno- 
raut as the brutes, and as though it was as neces- 
sary to send out chaplains to them as it was to 


send missionaries amongst the heathen, to en- | 


lighten them on the coast of Africa, in the Indian 
country, in China, and elsewhere. 
this whole matter was improper; but he would 
vote fur $500 a year, with a ration, provided the 


appoinunents were limited to brigades, and not ex- | 


tended to regiments, 

Mr. HANNEGAN disclaimed any intention to 
get up ‘a scene,” nor had he seen any *‘ scene”’ 
there, unless it was got up by the Senator himself. 
It might, as the Senator from Arkansas said, be 


very true that there were religious men in the | 


army on the field. But that circumstance did not 
alter the case. But instruction by them did not 
come to the men with that authority and those 
sanctions which were requisite to be given to them, 
So far from offering insult to the volunteers, he 
must wash his hands frem such a charge, ex- 
cept so fur as they were amenable to it. He held 
that it would be no jasult to send them chaplains. 
But there were some among them guilty of such 
enormous crimes as to render themselves obnox- 
ious to the charge. Day after day the most gross 
crimes were perpetrated, and then the perpetrators 
were shipped to New Orleans to be tried—virtually 
redeeming them from the hands of justice; for 
what authority was there in New Orleans to try 
them? ‘I'he ministers he desired to send would 
render service above all price; and he submitted to 
Senators if $500 was adequate. ‘Those preachers 
who were at home had their families to do little 
acts for them, and hence they did not require ser- 
vants; butim the field they could not have their 
families with them. ‘Their emolument, therefore, 
must be such as would enable them to get the 
requisite help in the field, and sustain their families 
that they must leave at home. 
would say $1000, with the perquisites attached, he 


(Mr. H.) would consent to it; but he never would | 


consent to send preachers to the army on terms 
which would ensure inevitable starvation to their 
families. 


Mr. H. JOHNSON was in favor of allowing 
the chaplains a reasonable compensation—at least 


as much as those who have been appointed, and || 


remain at home; for these chaplains would not 
only be far from home; but in the enemy’s coun- 


try, and exposed to all the hardships of a cam- | 


paign, ina sickly climate. They had had accounts, 
trom both soldiers and officers of the army, show- 
ing the important service rendered by the two 
chaplains who were sent out to the army from 
this city. He had seen several letters, in which 
those two clergymen were extolled, not only for 
their services in the administration of the consola- 
uuons of religion, but as nurses of the sick, to 


whose wants and comforts they had paid especial | 


attention. He considered it highly important that 
these chaplains should be appointed, but $500 
was a very inadequate compensation for them. It 


would barely pay their expenses, while many of | 


them would Jeave their wives and families at home, 
for whom some provision would be requisite. He 
thought they should be paid at least as much as 


| those who were now in the service, which he un- 


derstood was $1100. 
Mr. WEBSTER said he wised to make a mo- 


| tion precisely in the words of the honorable gen- 


tleman from Arkansas, with the change of figures 
He desired to fill the blank 
He did not wish to take up 
the time of the Senate, in talking about it, for he 


he desired that this office should be provided for. 


He wished for no unreasonable compensation, nor || some revision, to gu 
any inadequate compensation. From what he had 


heard from different parts of the Senate to-day, 
his idea was, that if he could move to insert $1000, 


it would meet with the acquiescence of the Senate, 


He thought | 


If the Senator | 
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| Mr. HUNTINGTON renewed the inquiry os 
|| Mr. Wessrer, if it was not competent to move le 
|| strike out $500 and insert $1000. 
| The PRESIDENT replied that it was nor, 

| Mr. HUNTINGTON felt a disposition to ap- 
| pegl from that decision, for the motion was in th. 
' nature of one to fill a blank, when the vote would 
be taken on the highest first. 

Mr. SEVIER consented to amend his amend. 
|| ment so as to give two rations, and to make the 
/ compensation payable monthly instead of 
terly. 
| The question was then taken on Mr. Sevien’, 
amendment, and it was negatived. Yeas 21, nays 


Hf 


| 
quar- 
| 
| 
| 


| Mr. WEBSTER then renewed the amendment 

|, substituting $1000 for $500. 

Mr. WESTCOTT observed that as he intended 

| to vote against this provision, he desired to state 

| his reasons very briefly. In the first place, the 

,| designation of chaplains by appointment to each 

| regiment, as he had stated on yesterday, was o)- 

|| jectionable to him. He believed, composed as the 

| regiments were of different sects and persuasions, 

‘this course would excite great dissatisfaction 

jamong the troops. But with him there was 

| another reason—one of a general character, which, 

upon refiection, had constrained him to decide to 

| vote against the whole project. It was this: every- 

| body knew, every paper from Mexico told us, that 

the military and political chiets in that country, 

| and the clergy too, were exciting the ignorant 

|| Mexican population by the ery that this war was 

/one of religious propagandism—that the United 

| States were, asa Protestant people, warring against 
| the,Catholic Church of Mexico, and intended to 

overturn the altars of their churches. Baseless as 

this charge is, it serves to delude the ignorant 
Mexicans. Sir, we all desire peace with our sis- 
| ter republic, when she will come to her senses and 
| do us justice. I believe the passage of this pro- 
vision will retard the consummation of peace. It 
will be made use of in Mexico by the military 
|| chiefs and priests of Mexico to alarm and excite 
the Mexican people. ‘They will use it as proof 
|| that this war is a crusade of Protestantism against 
|| their Church, for which they will fight to the 
|| death. lask that Senators reflect before they do 
|, an act which may materially retard the conclusion 
|| of an honorable peace. 

| The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered, 
|| and the amendment was agreed to: Yeas 29, nays 
2 








i. 
| YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Badger, Bagby, Ber- 
|| rien, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, ‘Thomas Clayton, John M. 
|| Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Han- 
| negan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Jolinsou 
|| of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmous, 
Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Weodbridge—29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Benton, Breese, 
Butler, Cilley, Colquitt, Dix, Evans, Houston, Niles, Sevier, 
Speight, Turncy, Westcott, and Yulee—17. 


| The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senator from Indiana as amended. 

Mr. SEVIER moved further to amend, so as to 
|| provide that the volunteers should elect their own 
|| ee 


r. HANNEGAN thought for the soldiers in 
| the army to elect their own chaplains was prepos- 
|| terous. 

Several voices: ‘* How is it to be done?”’ 

Mr. SEVIER replied that if there was anything 
| ridiculous about it, they must go further back than 
|| the election of the chaplain to make it so. 
|| Mr. HANNEGAN disclaimed having said it 
|| would be ridiculous. 
|| Mr. CAMERON was in favor of the volunteers 
|| electing their own chaplain, but not the régulars; 
| but he thought there was danger of an establish- 





desired to see this bill make some progress. But || ment of the principle by which every officer would 


|| be elective. He thought the provision required 
against a misconstruction. 
This was a bill to raise certain regiments of regu- 
'| lars; and he desired the question to be disposed of 
| on its own merits. Ht had occupied the Senate « 


long time, and he supposed some of the delay 





or of a majority of the Senate at least, and then | would beattributable to him. [A voice: ‘* Undoubt- 


they could make progress with the bill. He in- 
quired if it was in order to move to strike out 
$500, and insert $1000, in the amendment of the 


Senator from Arkansas. 


| ediy.””] He hoped the Senate would dispose of the 
bill as soon as ible. F 
Mr. SEVIER had no chaplains to serve by this 
‘amendment, but he deemed it right that the vol- 


Mr. SEVIER replied, that the gentleman could || unteers should choose their own chaplains. 
attain his object by moving his amendment, if the || there were Baptist regiments let them have a Bap- 


Senate should vote down that which he had sub- || tist preacher. He would not now en , 
ii subject further than to say that on the subject of 


mitted, 


on the 
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action of officers which had been alluded to, 


the el age oa 
he would express his views on another appropri- || 


ate occasion. : 

Mr. R. JOHNSON pointed out some verbal 
amendments that were necessary to make the pro- 
osition of the Senator from Arkansas apply only 
to the volunteers. : || 
A brief conversation on the subject of the ne- 
cessary correction ensued between Mr, SEVIER, 
Mr. SIMMONS, Mr. BERRIEN, Mr. DAY- 

TON, and Mr. R. JOHNSON, 

Mr. BUTLER then inquired how the regiments 
that were now in Mexico were to elect their chap- 
Jains? Were they to elect from amongst them- 
selves, or from the State of Arkansas, or where? He 
thought this democratic feature of electing chap- 
lains was one of the most mischievous that had 
come under discussion. He was opposed to any- || 
thing like it. It was well known that some of the || 
best soldiers in the army were Irish Catholics, and || 
what would be the effect of a canvass in the regi- || 
ments for the maneraney #0 them? It would elicit | 
scorn and contempt. e protested against every- | 
thing of the sort. He was willing to leave it to 
the President of the United States to make the ap- || 
pointments to this very important office—which || 
was the most delicate appointment that could be | 
made by any human being. They ought to have || 
men to officiate in that sacred office who could lift 
themselves above the sectarian prejudices of the || 
time; and they should be men who would go forth 
with the sanction of an appointment by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to: Yeas 23, nays | 
18, as follows: 


YEAS—Messtrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Berrien, Bright, Chaliners, John M. Clayton, 
Colquitt, Corwin, Dayton, Dix, Houston, Jarnagin, More- 
head, Niles, Sevier, Speight, Tarney, Upham, and West- || 
cott—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Butler, Cameron, Thos. 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, Hannegan, Johnson of | 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, 
Simmons, Sturgeon, Webster, and Woodbridge—12, 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed || 
to. 

Some verbal corrections were then made on the | 
suggestion of Mr. Sevier. 

Mr. CLAYTON feared that they were, by these || 
provisions, coming in contact with the Constitu- || 
tion. 

Mr. BERRIEN, Mr. WEBSTER, and Mr. | 
BADGER, briefly explained. 

The amendment of the Senator from Indiana, || 
[Mr. Hannecan,] as amended, was then agreed || 
to: Yeas 38, nays 4. 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, | 
Badger, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Butler, Cameron, 
| 


| 
} 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Cass, Chalmers, John M, Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Jolson of 
Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, || 
let em Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, and || 

ulee—38. \} 

NAYS—Messrs. Niles, Sevier, Turney, and Westcott—4. || 


So the amendment as amended was agreed to, | 
and is as follows: 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a |’ 
chaplain to each of the regiments in the volunteer force and | 
the army of the United States, who shall each receive one || 
thousand dollars per annum, payable monthly, with forage || 
for one horse, and two rations: Provided, ‘That each regi- | 
ment of the volunteer force shall elect its own chaplain. | 


Mr. HOUSTON then offered the following | 
amendment: 

Section one, line four, after the word “ organized,” insert 
“an auxiliary volunteer corps.” 

Section one, line five, after the word “ Mexico,” insert 
“to consist of.” 

Section one, line ten, after the word “ laws,” insert * and || 
the provisions of this act.’? 

Section one, strike out the proviso, and, in lieu thereof, 
insert “ Provided, That the volunteers composing the com- 
panies of the respective regiments aforesaid shal) elect their 
company officers as soon as the said companies shall be filled ; 
and the said officers shall thereupon be appointed in the same 
manner as hereinafter provided for the appointment of the 
field officers. And the company officers and men of the said | 
regiments, respectively, shall elect the field officers thereof 
as soon as all the companies of each regiment shall have 
reached their place of rendezvous. And whenever the afore- 
said elections of company and field officers shall have been || 
certified to the President, conformably to such Jations | 
as he shall make, he shall commission the said officers so 


i 
| 
| 
| 





shall be filled according to grade; and where there is no | 
officer of inferior grade to the vacancy in the company in | 
which it occurs, the same shall be supplied by election und | 
Appointment from the rank and file, in the manner hereto- | 
fore prescribed.”? 

Section two, line two, strike out the word “inlistment,”? | 
and insert * service.” i 

Section two, line three, strike out the words * to be re- 
<raited,” and insert “* who shail volunteer,” i 


THE CO 


Add the following sections: 
“Sec. —. and be it furtier enacted, That the colonel of 


| each regiment shali appoint the regimental staff: and said 
stail shall consist of one adjutant, one quartermaster, one 


commissary, and one paymaster, (to be taken from the sub- 
alterns of the regiment,) and one surgeon and two assistant 


} Surgeons. 


“Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That so soon as the sev- 
eral officers are elected, they shall enter upon their respect- 
ive duties, and so soon as they receive their commissions, 
they shall take and subscribe an oath to ‘support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and to be governed by the 
rules and atticles of war,’ which oath shal! be adininistered 
by the adjutant or inspector general of the command, and 
the same shall be endorsed on the commission, and certified 
by report of the fact to the Adjutant General at Washington 
city.”? 

Mr. HOUSTON said that he contemplated giving 
his views at length upon the amendment which he 
had offered, and to enable him to do so with more 
convenience to-morrow, he moved that the Senate 
adjourn. 


The motion prevailed, and the Senate then ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 21, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was partially read; 


when, 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, its further reading 


was dispensed with. 


Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved a correction 


| of the Journal. Mr. C. stated that he observed 


his name recorded in the affirmative on the vote on 
the passage of the bill to amend the charter of the 
city of Washington. He said he did not vote on 
that question. 

The Journal was corrected. 


Mr. PAYNE rose and asked leave to make a 
ersonal explanationg@ which being granted, Mr. 
p. went on to say, that he had never before tres- 
passed on the indulgence of the House for a simi- 
lar purpose, and frankness compelled him te add, 


| that he did not now seek the opportunity of 


explanation under any apprehension that, in the 


| House itself, it was at all necessary that he should 


vindicate the position which he had taken yester- 


| day, but which was the subject of comment in an 


article in the National Intelligencer of this morn- 
ing; and it was that article which led him to make 
this demand upon the attention of the House. He 
designed to speak of the article to which he had 


just alluded with all the respect which a gentleman 


on that floor should regard the conductor of a pub- 
lic press; but, at the same time, the article must be 
characterized in the terms which it deserved. The 
article to which he referred was the leading edi- 
torial in the Intelligencer of this morning. It 
commented on the action of that House yesterday 
in regard to a bill which he had had the honor of 
submitting, and which had been passed by the tre- 
mendous majority of 136 to 33. In that article, the 
junior editor—as he (Mr. P.) had been informed— 
and who might be affected by the bill to the amount 
of one thousand dollars a year, that being the an- 
nual salary of the mayor of the city, which office 


| he now filled—held the following language: 
‘It would appear as if some gentlemen in Congress are | 


so imbued with the principles of democracy as to suppose 


| that the will of the governed has nothing to do with the laws | 
| enacted for their government, and therefore consider them- || 


selves at liberty to propose measures vitally affecting the 


| feelings and interests of communities without the least | 
| regard to the wishes of—without, indeed, condescending || 
| even to consult—the people on whom the measures are to || 


operate. Thus, the honorable Mr. Payne, of Alabama, yes- 


| terday, on his own mere motion—without exhibiting or | 
| alleging any petition from the inhabitants—without having | 


the matter first inquired into by the appropriate committee— 
and, as far as appeared, without the knowledge of any of the 
people of Washington, introduced a bill altering essentially 


the charter enacted twenty-six years ago for their govern- | 
ment; and this bill, without any time being allowed for the | 


people to express their wishes, without even being read, 
and without a word being permitted, was hurried through 
all the forms of introduction, first, second, and third, read- 
ings; and, by the gag of the previous question, passed, as 
far as that House is concerned, into a law, binding on the 
dearest interests of a community of thirty-three thousand 
citizens, entitled to as much consideration and respect as 
any other equal number of the American people. A beautiful 
comment this on the notions of republicanism of gentlemen 


|| who claim, par excellence, to be the democracy of the coun- 
elected. When vacancies occur in the said regiments, they |} try”? 


What were the “sentiments and feelings” to 
which the gentleman there alluded? In the exisi- 
ing charter of the city of Washington, there was 
a property qualification required for an individual 
before he could vote for any of the officers of the 
corporation. By the bill which pane the House 
yesterday, it was proposed to abrogate the neces- 
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sity of the property qualification. It was in these 
words: ‘* Be it enacted,’’ &c.—[Mr. P. here read 
the section of the bill.] That was the law which 
was designed to take the place of that now exist- 
ing. And, in presenting that law to the consider- 
ation of the House for its action, the junior editor 
of the Intelligencer charged him (Mr. P.) with 
having acted without consulting the feelings and 
interests of the community vitally affected by 
the measure! It just then occurred to him (Mr. 
P.) that it was quite natural that the junior editor 
of that paper should betray a good deal of sensi- 
tiveness on this subject. It might very possibly 
hePpen that if the property qualification were abol- 
ished, and every free white citizen residing within 
the city of Washington were allowed to vote, that 
the services of the editor as mayor of the city 
would be dispensed with, and some other individ- 
ual be selected to fill that office. It would be seen, 
therefore, that the consideration might have had 
something te do with the production of the edito- 
rial article to which he had thought proper to call 
the attention of the House, in order to vindicate 
himself against the erroneous charges which it 
contained. But was the editor earnest in saying 
that he (Mr. P.) had acted without consulting the 
citizens of Washington? Was it true that no pe- 
titions had been offered praying the interference of 
Congress in the manner proposed by the bill ? 
Why, he begged leave to exhibit that petition— 
{unrolling an immense scroll, containing some 
hundreds of names.] He supposed that petition 
was about four yards long. here was another 
some six yards long—and another—and another— 
being altogether over a thousand signatures. He 
would read one of these petitions. [Mr. P. here 
read one of the petitions. It prayed for the pas- 
sage of the bill on various grounds of justice and 
expediency.] These were the grounds on which 
the petitioners had besought the interposition of 
' Congress. Yet, in view of all these facts, the 
junior editor of the lytelligencer thought proper 
to charge him with having acted on this subject 
without consulting the wishes of the citizens of 
| Washington! 

But, the junior editor said that the bill was forced 
on the House without having been read. He (Mr. 
P.) appealed to every gentleman present whether 
that was the truth—no, he aa not use that 
term, he would appeal to all whether it was so? 
He did not wish to use any harsh language. The 
reading of the bill was called for, and the bill was 

| distinctly read. Indeed, in the concluding para- 
graph of the article, the junior editor himself ad- 
| mitted that the bill was read three times. The 
editor said that the bill was forced on the House 
| under the operation of the previous question, and 
that it was not referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee! Now, it was well known, as he (Mr. 
P.) stated yesterday, that this was precisely the 
| same bill which was referred to the committee at 
the last session of Congress, and was acted upon by 
_ that committee, and he (Mr. P.) was authorized 
| by that committee to report it to the House. He 
| accordingly reported it, and it was passed. But it 
was further alleged, ‘“‘no previous notice was 
given.’? Why, did not gentlemen recollect that he 








| (Mr. P.) rose in his place, two weeks ago, and gave 
notice that, at the earliest opportunity, he should 
introduce a bill for the very purpose for which 
| that bill was introduced yesterday? In view of all 
these facts—notorious facts—facts known to the 
| House and to the country, he (Mr. P.) had come 
to the conclusion that the junior editor of the In- 
| telligencer ‘considered himself as the ‘* people of 

the District of Columbia.” It was quite true that 

that individual had not been consulted; and for the 

very satisfactory reason that he (Mr, P.) did not 
| regard him as exactly the most competent person 
in the world to be consulted on such a subject. 


| 
|| That personage was not at all the best qualified 
} 


| individual to inform gentlemen of the sentiments 
|| of the citizens of Washington with regard to the 
|| objects of that bill. He (Mr. P.) did not pretend 
| to allude in this connexion to the particular politi- 
cal tenets of the gentleman. But he might say 
| that these tenets were not of such a character as 
|| would lead him to favor anything like an attempt 
|| to extend the principles of freedom to the citizen. 
|| It was to the pecuniary interest of the gentleman 
| in keeping ie in their present condition, to 
|| which he (Mr. P.) alluded. That circumstance 
|, disqualified the ea from giving sound ad- 
'| vice on the su ject. Was itin any sense true, 
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however, that the people of Washington had not | 
been ennsulted? Not at all. The cititizens had | 
been consulted. A great number of them had | 
conveyed to Congress their views and wishes on |) 
the subject, and these views and wishes had been 
duly considered. Yet he (Mr. P.) did not believe, | 
that on a subject like this, involving simply the | 
great principle of democratic freedom—the cardi- 
nal principle of the right of the governed to choose | 
those who were to exercise authority over them, 
and make the laws—there was any necessity of | 
consulting anybody. His own views of that prin- 
ciple—his own views of true republicanism, told 
him that the principle was right, and in endea®or- 
ing to establish that principle, he did not feel called | 
on to consult any individuals, whether they de- 
sired its application or not. In addition to what 
he had now said, he would only further remark, | 
that if the bill had received the final action of Con- 
greas—if the vote had been taken on it in another 
branch of the legislature—in other words, if it had | 
become a law yesterday, he would not have asked | 
leave to say one word in refutation of the gratu- 
itous charges of the junior editor of the paper in 
question. But that article was intended to defeat 
the measure in the Senate, and he (Mr. P.) was 
not willing that the Senate should be led into error 
by the interested representations of the junior ed- 
itor of the National Intelligencer. He desired 
that that body should know the facts of the case. 
Last year the bill had been reported by the com- 
mittee, and passed the House of Representatives, 
but through some cause or other it was lost in the 
Senate. It was under these circumstances that he 
had sought that opportunity of explaining the state 
of the case, in order that the Senate might not be 
misled or deceived, either with regard to the ob- 
jects of the bill or its accordance with the wishes 
of the people of Washington repeatedly and earn- 
estly expressed to Congress. He trusted, in con- | 
clusion, that no clamor of individuals interested in 
preserving the present *‘close borough”’’ system 
would be permitted to jeopard, at the other end | 
of the Capitol, a measure so entirely in unison |! 
with the republican institutions of the land, and | 
s0 essentially requisite in order to give to the free- | 
ren of this city the right of participating in the | 
making of the laws by which they were to be gov- 
erned, 

Mr. ASHMUN, of Massachusetts, said that the 
gentleman from Alabama had said that the bill had | 
been distinctly read before it was passed; that was | 
certainly true: but when had it been read ? After | 
the reading of the bill had been called for by Mr. | 
A. He had nothing to do with the dispute between | 
the gentleman from Alabama and the editors, senior | 
or junior, of the National Intelligencer, nor with | 
the abuse, (he wished to observe decorum of lan- 
guave here,) nor with the remarks of the gentleman | 
from Alabama on those editors; their character was 
too well known to suffer by such attacks from any | 
quarter. 

As to the introduction of the bill, it had been | 
introduced by an individual member, not by one | 
of the committees of the House; and the bill was | 
on its passage before it was read at all; and the pre- | 
vious question had been called for and ordered be- | 
fore it was read; and, as the gentleman well knew, | 
it was then too late to discuss it, or to say a word | 
about it. Yet this gentleman and his friends here | 
passed the bill through the House, and sent it to | 
the Senate without one moment being allowed to |) 
discuss its merits. Moreover, the gentleman him- | 
self had made a speech for it this morning, while | 
all the rest of the House had been gagged, and not 
suffered to speak either for or against it. Was it | 
not true that the previous question had been called, 
and not a word could be said on the merits of the 


bill? Would the gentleman deny this? 

Mr. A. had voted against the bill. He prized 
freedom, he believed, at least as much as did the 
gentieman from Alabama; and it was precisely be- 
cause he did so, that he went against the bill. It | 
sounded strangely in his ear to hear a gentleman | 
talking about freedom and the right of freemen to | 
make their own laws, when he had brought here a | 
bill which excluded a large number of freemen of 
the city of Washington from voting for their rulers, | 

A voice: ‘* Negroes, | suppose; negro slaves.’"} 

jo: he alluded to freemen. When a gentleman | 
talked so loudly about freedom and the rights of | 
freemen, yet limited both to a particular shade in || 
the color of the skin, [laughter,] he greatly abused 
the name of freedom. 


i 
} 
i} 
i 
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| resolve itself into Committee of the Whole. 


crime as that and sit on this floor by my side | 


| country, and out of this country, know that there 
_ isa man on this floor, who has obtained a seat here, 


| made. 


|| man? What do you know of me as to my private | 


| hold a seat on the floor of the Legislature of my 








_ Mr. McKAY moved that the House now resolve I] 
itself into Committee of the Whole, and take up || 


the loan bill. | 


Mr. SAWYER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make || 
a personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 


Carolina has just made a motion that the House } 


j 





Mr. SAWYER. LI ask whether a question of | 
privilege does not override all others? 
The SPEAKER. If strictly a question of priv- || 


| ilege. 


A voice: What is it Sawver?]} 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his || 
question. i 
Mr. SAWYER. Lam not well versed in par- |! 
liamentary law, but I suppose it to be such as I 
have stated. If not, certainly I am justified in 
making a personal vindication. It will be recol- 
lected, Mr. Speaker, that yesterday evening there || 
was some personal altercation took place in this || 
Hall between myself and a brother member. || 
There is a question of veracity now in existence | 
between us. I read in the Intelligencer of this || 
morning: 
“In the course of his remarks, he [Mr. Conver] made || 
allusion to certain votes of Mr. Sawyer, of Obio, on the | 
harbor bill, first in its favor, and then, after the presidential | 
Veto, ugainetit. | 
* Mr. Sawyer explained, but said he could not conde- | 
scend further to notice the speech of une who had been | 
guilty of offering a bribe. 
“The Caarr called to order, and there was much sensa- 


tion in the House. 

“ Mr. Sawyer, by putting a supposititious case, then ex- 
plained his reference to be to a bribe offered by Mr. Cot- |} 
ver to an individual on condition of his going into a Ma- {| 
sonic or Odd Fellows’ Lodge, and learning the secrets there, } 
and then communicating them to Mr. C., that he might in- | 

| 
| 


| sert them in a book, with a view to make money by the 


~ati ” 
publication. ae 


| 
| 

As to the latter part of the sentence, I do not | 
know whether [ used the language imputed to me 
or not, The first part I did, and may have the 
other. The report goes on: 

‘Mr. Cutver explicitly denied the charge, if made in || 
reference to him, as false from beginning to end. Nothing || 
eould have induced him to be guilty of such a course of con- | 
duct, sausages or anything else.”’ 


| 
i} 
i} 
i} 
| 


| 


Now, Mr. Speaker, (continued the honorable | 
gentleman, after the laughter which followed the || 
reading of this extract had at length subsided,) it |; 
is to the former part of this sentence I have read I || 
wish to call the attention of the House. My per- || 
sonal reputation stands pitted against the gentle- | 
man’s, [A laugh.] I did not make the charge 
without knowing what I was about. He denies 
it explicitly; he says it is false. Now, I pledge 
myself at the earliest possible day to prove every- || 
thing [ charged against that gentleman; and either || 
he or I will stand branded before this House and |) 
the country as detractors, to say the least of it. I |; 
knew, sir, what | was about when I made the 
charge, and I felt authorized to do it for several 
reasons. No man shall be guilty of so heinous a | 





| 


without my exposure of it to the world. I do it 
for the purpose of letting both the Masons and || 
Odd Fellows throughout the wide extent of this 


and yet been guilty of the charge which I have 
But in the latter part of the gentleman’s 
rejoinder, there is a little piece of abuse thrown | 
cut on me that! say is unworthy of any gentleman 
on this floor. What have you against me as a 


character? What is amiss? I have lived forty- 
two years, and my wholeaim has been to preserve 
a character unblemished—untarnished; and I have 
been in political life ever since I was old enough'to 


own State; and I have held other responsible situ- 
ations. I say to you, and not in the — of boast- 
ing, that the tongue of slander and calumny has 
never yet ventured to bring a charge against my || 

rivate and personal conduct, nor against my pub- || 
ic character asa man. Let my enemies, if there || 
be any here, go to where I was born, and rake up | 
the old musty records and produce them here 
against me if they can. What right, then, has | 
honorable gentlemen—for we must suppose that || 





all are honorable gentlemen here—to detract from i 


my character or my standing here? They catch 


thing which this House pa 
the first instance of the kind since the formation of 


| been opposed to al 


ti 


up a little thing ublished by a reporter, and a || to break the oaths they had taken. 
Mt upon—and it was | 


this Government, that a reporter was expel} 
this House—and it was ent for ae ee 
made upon me; and as it has been all wiped out, 
am disposed to forget it. (Laughter.] We passed 
a law admitting that reporter again, and I voted 
for the admission. But now a member of this 
House rises in his place here and reiterates that 
iece of little, dirty, low, blackguard slander 
Laughter, and cries of * order.”] ; 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot permit the 
use of such terms. 
Mr. SAWYER. I appeal to the sympathi 
the House. [Much Lengrbee.} I Pr tea to ee 
Mr. Speaker, if under such circumstances, yoy 
would not feel a little sensitive. [Roars of laueh. 
ter.] I will not permit—I repeat it—I will not 
permit any man holding a seat on this floor to act 
in that way. I pledge myself in self-defence to 


| justify what I said yesterday; and if the opportu- 


nity had offered, I would have made that charge 
long ago. I pledge myself to prove all I have 
charged upon that gentleman yesterday, and that 
at the earliest apportunity. [Langhter:4 

Mr. CULVER rose to reply. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I offer a resolution relative 
to these explanations. : 

Mr. CULVER. I desire to be heard. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York rises to make a personal explanation. 

Mr. CULVER. I will not trespass on the time 
of the House by retorting at any considerable 
length te what my honorable friend-—— 

Mr. SAWYER. Oh! don’t call me your hon- 
orable friend! [Roars of laughter. ] 

Mr. M. BROWN. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the floor. 

Mr. CULVER yielding, 

Mr. BROWN proceeded and said: As a quiet 
member of the House, I object. 

The SPEAKER. The personal explanation is 
objected to. 

r. CULVER. I had the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
entleman from New York as yielding the floor. 
Fe ceased to address the House. 

Mr. CULVER. I did not yield the floor. 

The SPEAKER. It is in the power of the 
gentleman to object, though the floor was not 
yielded. 

Mr. CULVER. The rule has been uniform 
after acquiescence not to be interrupted ——— 

oa PEAKER. Any gentleman can rise and 
object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move that the gen- 
tleman now have leave to proceed. 

Mr. BROWN. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. CULVER at length obtained the floor, 
and observed that the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio said there was a question of veracity pend- 
ing between them. r. C. was quite willing 
there should be; for he stood himself upon a rock, 
and bade defiance to all investigation. He did 
not know what part of his remarks respecting 
the gentleman were not true. He had said noth- 
ing in regard to him for which he had not black 
and white to show. He had not attempted to 
assail the gentleman’s private life; nor could he 
imagine why he was so exceedingly sensitive, if 
it was not because he was held up before the peo- 
ple of Ohio for his inconsistency. As to the allu- 
sion in Mr. C.’s remarks to a species of provis- 
ions, fa laugh,] he should not have made it had 
not the gentleman first made what he conceived a 
wanton attack upon himself. 

In relation to the charge which the ——— 
had brought against him in regard to bribery, it 
was utterly and wantonly false. He challenged 
the proof. If it had grown, as possibly it might, 


out of jocular remarks which had often 
| between himself and his masonic friends; the gen- 
_ tleman was at liberty to make all he could of it. 


Mr. C. had warm personal friends both —s 
the Freemasons and the Odd Fellows They h 
frequently asked him to join their lodges, but he 
never would comply with their wishes. He 

I secret societies from his youth 
up. Yet his people, among whom were very 
many members of such associations, had sent him 
here by 2,400 majority. The Lord knew Mr. C. 
had never had a thought of wishing any of them 
Some of them 
might have joked with him on the subject: but 
if any evil-minded person had gone to the ear of 








